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You could look for better insur- 
ance, but you'd just be spinnin 
your wheels. Dairyland Motorcycle 
Insurance offers good rates, Z00 
service, and a way to spread out pre- 
mium payments. There’s even a way 
to get a full year’s protection for less 
than a full year’s premium. So talk to 
= One of our 40,000 Inde- 
ie pendent Agents. 
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Motorcycle Insurance. 
: Good rates for good riders. 
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: : 3 In Texas, available through Dairyland County Mutual Insurance Company. 
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So Much More! 


Visit the largest regional shopping 
center in a four-state area. 


160 stores open daily 10-9, Sunday 12-5. 


WESTROADS 


102nd & West Dodge Road « Omaha, NE. ¢ (402)397-2398 


Jewelry by Trifari 
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LUCK. 


Don't depend on it 
when it comes to protecting 
your pets and livestock. 





For the most reliable animal care, see your 
veterinarian. By training and experience, 
he is best qualified to protect your animals 
against sickness and disease. 
















Helping in this important work is 
Norden Laboratories. From our Lin- 
coln headquarters, we have been 
supplying the nation’s veterinarians - 
with quality biologicals and phatr- 
maceuticals for more than 60 years. 
Many of our products are veterinar- 
lans number one choice for con- 
trolling common animal diseases. 
Norden’s rabies vaccines and ca- 
nine heartworm tablets, for exam- 
ple, are used by more veterinari- 
ans than any competitive products 
manufactured for the same di- 
seases. 


%. 


Other Norden products are for use 
in food-producing animals. ‘Scour- 
Guard 3’ and ‘Life-Guard’ are used 
extensively in cattle country for 
controlling neonatal scours, a chief 
cause of calf mortality. In the swine 
belt, ‘Pk-Vac’' is recognized as the 
most effective vaccine for immuniz- 
ing pigs against pseudorabies, a 
costly disease of the central ner- 
vous and respiratory system. 


These and other fine Norden prod- 
ucts are available through your 
veterinarian. Contact him for the 
game plan best suited to ensur- 

ing your animals’ health and pro 
ductivity. : 
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NORDEN 


LABORATORIES 


Lincoln, Nebraska 68501 U.S.A. 


Whether you're single, 

just married, or own a 
growing business, get the 
most out of life... 
innovative Life Insurance 
from Guarantee Mutual Life. 
Where Life just got better! 


Call your Guarantee Mutual Life got ETTER 


agent today and make your life, Guarantee Mutual Life 
a whole lot better! Company 


Guarantee Centre, 8801 Indian Hills Drive, Omaha, NE 68114 (402) 390-7300 





TOUCHDOWN CLUB 
of 
NEBRASKA 


Boosting The Huskers 
For 


25 Great Years 


Nebraska's Largest Donor Group 
salutes The Cornhuskers 
and 
Invites Your Membership 


Dr. Kirk Lewis Hugh Hunt Dan Hergert 
Omaha Blair Lincoln 
President Vice President Secretary 


Lou Roper 
Lincoln 
Treasurer 


Contact Don Bryant 103 South Stadium, University 
of Nebraska, Lincoln, NE 68588 (472-5959) for information. 
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$500,000,000 OF RESEARCH 





HELPED CLIFF SHAW 
PLAY BASEBALL AT AGE 85. 





In November 1973. Cliff Shaw was stricken with 


cancer. 
Fortunately, 1t was detected early enough. And with 
surgery, Cliff was able to continue living a healthy, active life. 
There was a time when such a diagnosis was virtually 
hopeless. 
But today. cancer 1s being beaten. Over the years, we've 
spent $500.0 00,000 in research. And we've made g ereat 
strides against many forms of cancer. 
With ear lv detection and treatment. the survival rate 
for colon and rectal cancer can be as high as 75%. Hodgkin’s 
disease, as high as 74%. Breast cancer, as high as 90%. 
Today. one out of two people who get cancer gets well. 


Its a whole new ball game. 


Z AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY 


Help us keep winning. 
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PREJUDICED 
Dear Huskers: 

How about a “touch of class” to 
Husker placekicker Chris Drennan, 
who made a lot of people take heed 
after mourning the loss of kicking sen- 
sation Dale Klein. 

Not only did Chris do a more than 
adequate job of replacing his 


predecessor, he’s also broken a few 
school records in the meantime. And 
yes, all this with two years remaining. 

Prejudiced, you say, as this comes 
from Chris’ hometown? Maybe a lit- 
tle. But J think Chris’ success 
reaffirms it all. 


Linda Josey 


Cypress, Calif. 


Custom Calling and 


Touch Calling From LI&T 


Custom Calling 


Speed Calling—Dial frequently called numbers at a touch of 
one or two buttons. It's faster than dialing all the numbers 
and reduces errors too. Available with 8-number or 
30-number capacity. 


Call Waiting—You can answer a second call when you are 
already on the phone. Call Waiting eliminates the worry of 
missing an important call. 


3-Way Calling—You can talk to two other people at the 
same time. 


Call Forwarding—You can answer calls to your phone at 
another local or long distance location. Be sure to get your 
calls no matter where you are. 


Touch Calling 


Dial your phone faster with fewer errors. It’s easier too. 


Lincoln Telephone 


Your communication connection. 


* Custom Calling is not currently available to all LT&T customers. Call your local 
business office for more information. 
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COACHING CHOICE 
Dear Huskers: 

As I was trying to overcome my sor- 
row in yet another disappointing end- 
ing to what could have been a 
national championship season, I had 
a friend ask me, “If you could choose 
any coach in America to coach the 
Cornhuskers, who would it be?” 

Very interesting. Now I get to pick 
a coach for my beloved Cornhuskers. 
I thought long and hard. How about 
Barry and all his championships. Nah, 
I don’t want people to associate the 
Cornhuskers with guys like the Boz. 
The Sooners have had a lot of those. 
How about Joe (Paterno)? Good 
coach, but he probably won't be 
around long. Bobby Bowden? Good 
coach, nice guy, clean program, and 
a winner on and off the field. In fact, 
I can only think of one coach in 
America I would rather have. His 
name is Tom Osborne. We have him, 
let’s keep him. The man has a way of 
winning even when the other team 
scores more points. 

Denny Webb 
Pleasanton, Calif. 


ROZIER AND JONES 
Dear Huskers: 

You had a reader write in a while 
back and make some comparisons be- 
tween Mike Rozier and Keith Jones. 
And I think that’s going a little bit too 
far because Rozier was a Heisman 
Trophy winner and really proved him- 
self over a two or three year period. 
I think Jones was a very good I-back 
for the Cormmhuskers, and he may have 
been one of the best we’ve ever had 
at the end of his career. But Mike 
Rozier was definitely the best. 

What I wanted to clear up, if you 
could help me, was how many yards 
per carry each of these I-backs had 
over their seasons and careers. I think 
the gentleman who wrote earlier said 
Jones and Rozier had about the same 
yard-per-carry averages, and I find 
that hard to believe. Do you have the 
statistics on this matter? 

Lance Downing 
Lexington, Neb. 


Lance: As a senior, Rozier rushed for 
2,148 yards and had a 7.8 yards-per- 





carry average, which is an NCAA 
record for a minimum of 225 carries. 
For his career, Rozier averaged 7.2 
yards per carry, which is an NCAA 
record for a minimum of 575 at- 
tempts. That’s where there might be 
confusion. As a senior, Jones rushed 
for 1,245 yards and averaged 7.2 yards 
per carry, the same as Rozier’s career 
mark. 


BIGGEST RED 
Dear Huskers: 

As the 1987 season turns into the 
1988 season, I think it’s time to lay to 
rest all this talk about anybody com- 
pared to the 1983 team as being the 
best in Nebraska history. I will stick 
with the Sports Illustrated story that 
came out that year and said the 1983 
Nebraska team was probably the best 
of all time. People seem to forget that 
in 1984, with many of the same play- 
ers returning, the Black Shirts led the 
nation in defense. Not only was it the 
greatest offensive team in history, I 
contend the 1983 team had some of 
the greatest defensive talent, too. 
Clinton Underwood 
Wayne, Neb. 


FIRST OR SECOND? 
Dear Huskers: 

We're so far away from Nebraska, 
but there are some Husker fans in 
Mississippi who need help on a de- 
bate. I say that Nebraska played in the 
very first Kickoff Classic, and a friend 
says that there was actually a game 
played the year before we beat Penn 
State. I have only read some small 
newspaper clippings about this year’s 
game, and nothing has been men- 
tioned about when the first game real- 
ly was. 

Robert Tallman 
Starksville, Miss. 


Robert: Yes, Nebraska played in the 
inaugural Kickoff Classic in 1983, and 
the Huskers beat Penn State, 44-6. 
This year’s game against Texas A&M 
will be played on Aug. 27. Game 
promoters set a policy that limited 
participating teams to only one ap- 
pearance every five years, so the 
Huskers and Nittany Lions were the 
first teams with a chance to return. 


ALL-ARGUMENT TEAM | 
Dear Huskers: 

In your February issue, Curtis 
Freed’s All-Husker team is interest- 
ing, but I can’t help disagreeing. 

Freeman White is the only Nebras- 
ka split end who made All-American, 
and Ricky Simmons of the ’83 team 
should be All-Husker before Rod 
Smith, Freed’s choice. 

At quarterback, Turner Gill’s selec- 
tion can be argued because he got 
more recognition than Steve Taylor by 
playing on better teams. Taylor is a 
faster runner and better passer, and 
he still has his senior year. 

Johnny Rodgers deserves the wing 
back spot before Irving Fryar. They’re 
both tremendous athletes, but Rodg- 
ers came through when it counted. 

I’m going to offend a lot of Husker 
fans by saying that Mike Rozier should 
not have been on the All-Husker 
team. Jarvis Redwine, Keith Jones, 
Jeff Smith and I.M. Hipp were all as 
good as Rozier. Rozier was an all-star 
because he played on better teams 
and ran behind better offensive lines. 
Doug DuBose is the best I-back ever 
at Nebraska. Give DuBose his senior 
year plus Rozier’s offensive line and 
Osborne would have a national cham- 
pionship and DuBose would be 
remembered as Nebraska's greatest 
running back. 

I disagree with Freed’s defensive 
secondary. Anybody who forgot how 
awesome Neil Harris and Dennis 
Watkins were should watch No. 11 in 
the 1983 OU game and No. 27 in the 
*84 UCLA and ’86 Fiesta Bowl games. 
My All-Husker kickers would be Dan 
Wingard and Chris Drennan. That 
about covers my arguments. Go 
Huskers in 88! 

Craig Smith 
Scotsbluff, Neb. 


EVEN BETTER 
Dear Huskers: 

I enjoy your magazine and look for- 
ward to receiving it. I have two sug- 
gestions on how to enhance your fine 
publication. 

I live in Florida and during the 
football season, I always get my maga- 
zine the week after the game has al- 


ready been played. My suggestion is 
that you consider mailing them first 
class to provide your “far away” sub- 
scribers with timely magazines. If by 
doing this you must increase the sub- 
scription price, then you may in- 
troduce it as a new option to the 
customer. 

My second suggestion has to do 
with the statistics you publish in the 
magazine. I would like to see a sum- 
mary of individual defensive statistics 
in addition to individual offensive 
statistics. This as such would be a 
more informative tool. 

Mark Meyer 
Hollywood, Fla. 


Mark: Thanks for your input. One of 
your suggestions is already a reality. 
Subscribers can receive their football- 
season issues via first class mail by 
notifying our circulation department. 
The price was $8 last year but may 
go up if postage rates increase. 
Remember, this covers the weekly is- 
sues only. We'll put a reminder in the 
summer issues for those who want 
this option. And we'll definitely con- 
sider your tip on defensive stats. 


THE WIZARDRY OF OZ 
Dear Huskers: 

Born and raised in North Platte, I 
have been a Cornhusker fan for over 
40 years. I just want to express my 
thanks to the University and everyone 
associated with the football program 
for the job, thrills and entertainment 
over the years. But even more impor- 
tantly, the pride and integrity that is 
brought to the state by such a class 
program. A program that is No. 1 ev- 
ery year because it stresses personal, 
Christian and academic success first. 

My personal thanks to Coach Os- 
borne for his book, More than Win- 
ning. I hope he doesn’t mind that I 
quoted from it in a eulogy to my 
mother in January. 

Carl Backers, Jr. 
Fremont, Calif. 


We want to hear your comments 


‘and answer your questions. Please 


address them to “Letters,’ PO. Box 
83222, Lincoln, NE 68501.@ 
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l-Backmania! 


Don Lee 





WHOEVER FINISHES SPRING PRACTICE AS THE 
NO,1 I-BACK WILL HAVE SURVIVED A FREE-FOR-ALL 


If you'll tolerate the expression, this 
year’s football at Nebraska is the Knox 
Knockout Era. 

You recognize the name — Tyreese 
Knox, the winter-book’s kingpin I- 
back at NU. 

He starts spring football practice as 
king of a mountain of impressive 
Husker I-backs, and figures to knock 
the others out of the way as he swings 
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into his senior season. 

“T think I could do a little Mike Ty- 
son image,” Knox says in light-hearted 
reference to the champion profession- 
al boxer. “Everything is beautiful. 
Hopefully, I'll be able to show them 
I’m the greatest. I feel I am.” 

In his effort to mold a regal image, 
Tyson style, Knox will use tools of 
football, not gloved hands. Which 





The rest of 
Nebraska's 
l-backs will be 
trying to catch 
hard-hitting 
Tyreese Knox 
before he 
claims the 
starter’s crown. 





means heavyweight power spread 
over his 215-pound frame and 
propelled by his 4.5 speed. 

“I’m not really a shifty runner,’ says 
Knox, the backup man to All-Big 
Eight I-back Keith Jones last season. 
‘Power is an asset to my speed.” 

Knox’s goal for his twilight NU sea- 
son, when he will try to fatten career 
totals of 895 yards in 136 carries and 
six touchdowns: “Be consistent; do 
what I do and not make fundamental 
mistakes.” 

Knox heads a six-man stable of run- 
ners that might be one of the deepest 
in history at Nebraska, a leading I- 
back assembly line in college football. 

Lining up a step behind Knox, the 
Husker from Daly City, Calif., at the 
end of winter conditioning are: 
—Omahan Ken Clark, who averaged 
5.4 yards as a sophomore supporting 
runner in 1987. 

— Terry Rodgers, from National City, 
Calif., who lettered as a freshman in 
1986 behind Jones and Clark, carry- 
ing 27 times from scrimmage and 
returning five punts and six kickoffs. 
He sat out in 1987 because of an in- 
jury in practice shortly before the first 
game. 

— Leodis Flowers, all-stater from 
Omaha Central High who redshirted 
as a freshman in 1987 and competed 
on the scout squad. 

— QOmahan George Achola, who 
sparked Creighton Prep to state 
championships, in 1985 and 1986, and 
led the Husker freshmen last season 
with six touchdowns and an average 
of 5.4 yards in 93 carries. 

— Ray Coleman, a _ hard-working 


senior whose career was dimmed by 
a broken ankle. He has limited ex- 
perience. 

Frank Solich, who grooms the run- 
ning backs for Coach Tom Osborne, 
relishes the potential in the I-back 
department. 

“They've all got things that are kind 
of unique. It’ll be very competitive. I 
see it as one of the most competitive 
positions on the team.” 

Does that add up to a coach’s 
dream? “That’s right,’ Solich says 
with delicious anticipation. 

Whatever develops in the Knox at- 
tempt to keep his spot on the peak 
with a knockout season, the six I- 
backs are trying to fill famous cleat- 
prints of the last decade. 

Husker I-back history in the eight 
seasons of the ’80s sparkles with some 
of the best in the Osborne-Solich 
coaching biography. 

In 1980, Jarvis Redwine was the pi- 
oneer of the decade, with Roger Craig 
as the backup. 

In 1981 and 1982, it was Craig and 
Mike Rozier, with Jeff Smith peeking 
into the lineup. 

In 1983, Heisman All-American 
Rozier led the Big Eight Champion 
team with Smith, Paul Miles and 
Doug DuBose in waiting. 

Smith, Miles and DuBose drew 
cheers for the 1984 league co-champ, 
sort of a preview of the DuBose-Miles 
tandem in 1985. 

In 1985, a youngster named Keith 
“End Zone” Jones started kicking up 
his heels. 

Jones, the swiftest player in Nebras- 
ka history, splashed into the headlines 
in 1986 and 1987. DuBose was 
bothered by injury in “86, when a fel- 
low named Tyreese Knox was a full- 
back with an I-back future. 

What’s the significance of the de- 
cade? Is it a case of success breeding 
success; of fine I-backs luring fine 
I-backs? 

Sure, any good program looks for 
precise talent to fit the need. But 
some of it is development. 

“Some of the great I-backs we've 
had were not heavily recruited,” says 
Solich. He enumerated a few. 

“I.H. Hipp walked on,” he says. 
“Rozier was not heavily recruited un- 








til he enjoyed junior-college success, 
and he responded because we con- 
tinued to keep in contact with him. 

‘You’ve got to have very good abil- 
ity to play I-back. We’ve been very 
fortunate to have good ones in our 
system. 

“They've been extremely hard wor- 
kers on the practice field, successful 
because of their work ethic.’ 

Solich reminds, though, that sharp 
linemen are a must for offensive 
achievement. That goes back to the 
old theory that a back is just as good 
as his line. 

“We like to go about practice in 
such a manner that, when a game 
comes along, you're prepared to 
react. You must do things well.” 

Solich says occasionally a fullback 
can be switched to I-back. “There are 
a few kids who, maybe, have the 
potential to play both positions. Nor- 
mally, we start them at one position, 
but it might change. 

“Knox was recruited as an I-back,”’ 


Ken Clark (32) 
played a lot 
against UCLA 
last year and 
will challenge 
to do the 
same in ‘88. 








he says. ““We tried him at fullback, 
then moved him back to I-back. That 
seems to be his most natural po- 
sition.” 

Solich, a Husker fullback in the 
early NU days of former Coach Bob 
Devaney in 1963-64-65, was a 
5-foot-8, 160-pound sparkler. 

Would he play as a fullback or an 
I-back today? Now, fullbacks, gener- 
ally speaking, are going to weigh 
200-plus pounds; I-backs go from 170 
to 210. 

“Size is not the only factor,’ says the 
mini-statured former fullback. ““Con- 
sider quickness, speed, acceleration.” 

While some teams have inaugurat- 
ed or experimented with such 
offenses as the wishbone and veer, the 
Huskers are in a group of consistent- 
ly outstanding I-back programs. Con- 
sider UCLA, Georgia, Michigan, 
Michigan State, Ohio State, Arizona 
State and Florida State. 

“We've been using it so many 
years,” says Solich. 
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Solich views Nebraska's present I- 
back crew favorably from several 
angles. 

“I feel comfortable about Tyreese 
because he’s gone through the battles. 
He’s really ready to step forward and 
get things done,” Solich says. ““He has 
size, power and speed. He's been in 
tough games. he has the ability to 
‘play hurt’ He’s been an inside run- 
ner, where he gets banged up. Be he 
always gets back to the huddle.” 

Rodgers, the son of All-American 
Johnny Rodgers of the 1971 and 1972 
National Championship Teams, might 
be the eye-catcher after sitting out last 
year as a redshirt because of a knee 
injury. “His main asset is speed and 
quickness,” says Solich. ‘““When asked 
to block, he'll come after you. Pound 
for pound, there’s none better. We've 
not really seen Terry at his best. I’m 
hoping he will get through spring 
practice without injury.’ 

Clark has suffered some knee 
problems, but that hasn’t diminished 
his speed and quickness. 

“He has good one-on-one running 
ability, with strength and power. He 
is an excellent pass receiver,’ Solich 
says. “‘He has a little bit of a history 
of getting hurt. What I’m looking for 
is for him to be available: 

Though Flowers followed Keith 
Jones through the same system at 
Omaha Central High, he is not a car- 
bon copy of last year’s senior NU 
standout. 

“They are different styles of run- 
ners,’ says Solich, who observed 
Flowers in scout team chores during 
the 1987 freshman redshirt season. 
“Keith maximized his speed. Leodis 
has quick feet, excellent change of 
direction?’ The 190-pound Flowers, 
heftier than the 180-pound Jones, 
might be more of a Rozier-type, a wiz- 
ard in one-on-one situations and with 
the ability to break tackles. 

Achola is a genuine winner, the 
whizzer of Creighton Prep’s 12-0 and 
11-1 teams which won 1985 and 1986 
Nebraska state titles to set up three 
in a row. The Jesuit.school added a 
third straight in 1987. 

“He really progressed as the fresh- 
man season went along,” Solich says. 
“Achola turned out to be a very ag- 


|-Backmania! 


gressive back, hard-nosed. He cer- 
tainly fits into the I-back picture.” 

Achola played fullback at Prep, and, 
Solich says, NU figured he would play 
either position. 

Tom Jaworski, Creighton Prep’s 
football coach of the decade, says 
Achola wasn’t quite as fast as Jones in 
high school football, but showed 
speed in track. “In the 100-meter 
dash, he was a bit faster than Flow- 
ers.’ And Jaworski cites an academic 
plus for Achola at Prep, an all-boys 


‘““Wheoever plays 
I-back must be 
very consistent. 
That’s what we'll 
find out in spring 
practice.’ 


college-prep school. “‘He got excel- 
lent grades.” 

Jaworski also is a defensive voice of 
experience on Flowers, who was an 
opponent at Central High. ‘“‘Flowers 
is very smooth and very explosive.’ 

Some of Knox’s pursuers for the I- 
back job promise to keep the chase 
interesting. 

Listen to Clark! “I’ve got to keep 
him working for the job, stay right on 
his heels every step of the way. Last 
year, I was really tense. I tried to run 
conservatively. Now I just run fluent- 
ly. I’ve relaxed more.” 

Clark suffered a knee injury in the 
Missouri game last year, but “it’s real- 
ly strong right know,’ he says. 

Clark says his talent is lateral move- 
ment. “It keeps people guessing. 
They don’t know if I’m going right or 
left, up or down.” 

Clark welcomes the heavy compe- 
tition at I-back. ““‘That’s good. Every- 
body pushes everybody.’ He won't 
concede to being knocked out of the 
spot by Knox. “He's got the most wor- 
ries,” Clark says in comparison to him- 
self, other veterans and the new kids 


on the I-back block. 


Rodgers says he might have lost a 
little speed from his 4.3 timing of 
preseason 1987, but he bubbles with 
confidence. “I’ve worked pretty hard 
to get in shape,” he says. “I feel I can 
make the big play. I know what to 
look forward to. 

“I’ve been practicing catching the 
ball,” he says, though I-backs gener- 
ally aren’t primary targets in NU pass- 
ing schemes. 

Rodgers has no concern about fum- 
bles, three or four of which marred 
his varsity exposure as a freshman in 
1986. “I can take care of the ball,” he 
says. ““No doubt.” 

Achola says it took a while in his 
freshman year to adjust to the I-back 
offense and demands of the game. In 
high school, it was “Give me the ball, 
and I'll run it,’ he says. At NU, ‘“‘we 
have to take different angles. I was 
really tense. It took me a couple of 
weeks to get accustomed to the 
offense. As the season went along, 
things fell into place.’ 

Achola expects Nebraska fans to 
put his and Flowers’ development as 
Huskers under their rooting micro- 
scopes. “People are going to make a 
rivalry between us because we came 
up through the same high school con- 
ference. But it’s a friendly rivalry be- 
tween us.” 

Certainly, Solich is excited about 
the I-back prospects. “They’re all 
pretty business-like guys,’ and the 
staff is comfortable with the six, he 
says. 

Coach Osborne? ‘‘He knows 
they’ve all got abilities and they'll do 
a good job,” Solich says. “I want to de- 
velop a lot of consistency on the field. 
Whoever plays I-back must be very 
consistent. That’s what we'll find out 
in spring practice.’ 

Rodgers, raring to go, set a sharp 
tone for the whole bunch. 

“I can’t wait,” he says. “I was hop- 
ing we could skip spring break and 
start practice, No one has the position 
locked up. So there’s a chance to 
prove myself?’ 

Take note of that, Mr. Knox. 

Those teammates aren’t ready to 
throw in the towel — or take an early 
count in any _ spring-practice 


knockout. 
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Dont play games wit 
your lungs. 


_ Your lungs are an incredible piece of equipment. 
But they're also incredibly delicate. Every time you smoke, you damage your lungs. 
Puff after puff, day after day, your lungs get weaker and weaker until finally, they’re useless. 


Like a flat football. Don’t let that happen to your precious lungs. Ee 
—Kric Dickerson 
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TAKE CARE OF YOUR LUNGS. THEY’ RE ONLY HUMAN. 


LUNG ASSOCIATION 


The Christmas Seal People ® 
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LINETTA WILSON HELPED PACE NEBRASKA'S 
INDOOR TRACK SUCCESS AFTER HELPING HERSELF 


Linetta Wilson has been running 
all her life. 

In recent years, the University of 
Nebraska All-American has been us- 
ing her track ability to run away from 
her past — and toward a bright future. 

When she was young, the holder of 
the women’s American record in the 
900-meter run was a “Crip.” 

No, Wilson wasn’t crippled. That 
was the name of the gang Linetta be- 
longed to when she went to high 
school in Pasadena, Calif. 

If anyone was crippled in those 
days, Wilson says, “it was the mem- 
bers of any other gang who dared set 
foot on our turf.” 

Linetta isn’t proud of her days as a 
“tough,” but remembering those days 
makes her appreciate all the more 
what Nebraska and athletics has done 
for her. 

“‘We used to mess around when I 
was in high school,’ she recalls, “but 
I’ve gotten over that since I came to 
the University of Nebraska. I have a 
different view on life now:’ 

Wilson said that “whenever our 
gang would see some other bunch, 
we'd have a fight with them. And 
these were all-girl gangs. Sometimes 
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we'd go over to their territory just to 
stir up something. We were the 
toughest gang in Pasadena. To this 
day, with babies and all, a lot of those 
girls are still members of the gang.” 

Wilson said 14 girls belonged to the 
Crips when she joined. “We hung 
together. It didn’t happen often, but 
we'd take in a new girl if she passed 
the test.” 

The test? 

“You know,’ Wilson explained, “a 
test to see how bad you were — what 
you'd do and what you wouldn’t do. 
We weren't all that bad, although we 
weren't all that good, either. We 
couldn’t go visit somebody’s mother. 
She probably wouldn’t have let us in 
the house.” 

In those days, Wilson said she aver- 
aged going to school “about twice a 
week. The first semester each year, I 
hardly ever went. But, when track 
season came along, I went every day. 
If I didn’t, they wouldn’t let me run.” 

Wilson said Nebraska was always 
the No. 1 university on her list be- 
cause of the NCAA indoor track 
championships the Husker women 
were winning when she was in high 
school. 


“After the California state high 
school meet, which our school (John 
Muir High) won, I really became in- 
terested in track,’ Wilson said. “I 
figured Nebraska was far enough away 
and there wouldn’t be a lot of people 
to get me in trouble. So, I said, ‘Why 
not go to Nebraska and get my life 
together’ I was really going in the 
wrong direction. So I came to Nebras- 
ka and got my life together. And now 
I feel a lot better about myself’’ 

Wilson said the key elements of her 
new life are “going to school every 
day, making good grades and running 
well. And having somebody like 
Coach Devenney (NU assistant and 
sprint coach Mark) believing in me 
and knowing I can do it. He has 
helped a lot.” 

Devenney is the No. 1 member of 
the Linetta Wilson fan club. 

“You seldom find an athlete who is 
the kind of competitor Linetta is,’ he 
said. “She is an absolute warrior. She 
has the admiration of every kid on the 
team. They are all in awe of her’ 

Devenney said the Big Eight Con- 
ference indoor championships two 
years ago was a great example of how 
Wilson competes. 
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“In essence, the meet was over,’ 
Devenney said. ““We had it won be- 
fore the mile relay. Well, in that final 
event, Linetta was at least 50 yards 
behind when she got the baton for the 
anchor leg. The easy thing would 
have been to just cruise in. Not Linet- 
ta. She ran the other girl down and 
beat her. 

“After the race,’ Devenney added, 
“T told her, ‘I’m really proud of you, 
but why did you put yourself through 
that?’ She said, ‘Coach, we can’t let 
Nebraska finish second. Linetta is 
one of those rare people you see in 
sports. When the gun goes off, she 
gives it the best she has. And she’s also 
doing that in the classroom. She's 
learned that you can’t separate the 
two. She’s a good kid. And she’s be- 
come a team leader.” 

What does Wilson see in her 
future? 

“To get my degree and then go into 
the service right after college,’ she an- 
swered. ‘““That’s exactly what I want 
to do. I want to make a career out of 
the Army. I plan on retiring out of the 
service. I like that kind of discipline, 
that type of atmosphere.’ 

Wilson took the first step toward 
that goal last year when she made an 
eight-year commitment to the Army 
through the ROTC Cadet program. 
Last summer she completed six 
weeks of basic training at Ft. Knox, 
Ky. 
After the first few days of her mili- 
tary training, Linetta had something 
in common with Goldie Hawn, who 
starred in the movie, “Private Benja- 
min.” They both hated their drill 
sergeant. 

“He was a mean man,’ Wilson 
recalls. “I cried every night for a 
week. We'd go on a five-mile hike with 
a 35-pound pack on our back. If any 
little thing went wrong — we weren't 
holding our weapon just right, or 
maybe not singing cadence loud 
enough to please him — we'd stop 
and do pushups with that big pack 
still on our back.” 

Wilson says, however, that she now 
appreciates the way he was. 

“I need a certain attitude to suc- 
ceed in track and in school,” she said. 
“You also have to acquire a certain but 
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different attitude to succeed in the 
Army. That’s what they condition you 
for in basic training. I was okay after 
I learned not to take the things he 
said and did personally. 


~ “Because of him,’ Wilson added, 


“we learned to pull together as a 
team. If one person fouled up and had 
to do pushups, we all did them. On 
the rifle range, nobody could leave 
until everyone zeroed in (qualified as 
a marksman). That was the one place 
where I was the person who held 
everybody else back.” 

Linetta says the idea of a career in 


‘41 like the flat 
race the best, but 
I think the 
coaches feel my 
best chance of 
making the 
Olympic team will 
be in the 
intermediate 
hurdies.’’ 


the Army has appealed to her for a 
long time. 

“T like discipline, being on time and 
things like that,” she said. “‘I also like 
the idea of rank and the respect it 
brings. And I love the uniforms. The 
service really has something to offer. 
It gives a person the chance to make 
something of their life.’ 

But Wilson wants to dedicate her- 
self to track throughout the rest of 
1988. 

“My No. | goal this year is to do :50 
flat in the 400-meters outdoors,” she 
said. ‘“My career best is :51.5. And, I 
want to play a part in Nebraska win- 
ning both the men’s and women’s Big 
Eight Conference outdoor champion- 
ships this spring.” 

It will be nothing new for the 
Huskers should they do so. Last year 
(the 1986-87 school year) Nebraska 
became the first school in league his- 
tory to win all four track titles — the 
men’s and women’s championships 
both indoors and out. 
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After winning both indoor titles 
again this winter, Coach Gary Pepin’s 
teams are now gearing up to make it 
eight in a row at the conference out- 
door meet in Ames, Iowa, May 13-15. 

The NU women have won every 
Big Eight indoor and outdoor champ- 
ionship since 1980, plus three indoor 
NCAA national titles. At the most re- 
cent NCAA meet, the Nebraska wom- 
en finished fifth in the nation. 

When the Husker men won the 
conference indoor meet this winter, 
it was their third league champion- 
ship in four seasons. Last year’s out- 
door title, however, was the first for 
the NU men since 1966. 

After this spring’s collegiate season 
is completed (Wilson is the defend- 
ing outdoor NCAA champ in the 
400-meter intermediate hurdles), 
Linetta plans to spend the summer 
competing internationally. She hopes 
a spot on the U.S. Olympic team will 
be included. 

“TI have qualified for the Olympic 
Trials in the 400-meter dash,’ Wilson 
said. “I like the flat race the best, but 
I think the coaches feel my best 
chance of making the Olympic team 
will be in the intermediate hurdles. 
I'll know more about that after com- 
peting in that event this spring and 
early summer.’ 

Another year from now, track won't 
be No. 1 on Wilson’s list. 

“In the summer of 1989,’ Wilson 
said, “I'll do my six weeks of advanced 
training for the Army, get my degree 
from the University and receive my 
second lieutenant’s commission.” 

In the meantime, Wilson is enjoy- 
ing what she considers to be the best 
of both worlds as a student and as an 
Army ROTC cadet. 

“IT am paid $100 a month by the 
Army, which provides spending 
money over and above the room and 
board, books and tuition of my track 
scholarship,’ she said. “I am a crimi- 
nal justice major, so I'll serve in the 
Army as an MP (military police). I 
want to be stationed in Germany for 
the first three or four years. From 
what I’ve read, I think I’d like it over 
there.’ 

One thing for sure. Linetta Wilson 
isn’t a Crip any more. 
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The Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes 
encourages the heroes of 
the sports world to be 
positive influences to the 
youth of America. You do 
not have to be an athlete to 
be a positive influence. 
You can help the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes by 
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Athletes, P.O. Box 711, 
Milford, Nebraska 68405 or 


call Wendell Conover at 
402/761-3166. 
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Nee Sees Huskers Ready 
for Next Step Forward 


Mike Babcock 








NU’S 13-WIN SEASON DOESN'T DARKEN ITS BASKETBALL 





If Danny Nee has established one 
thing during his two seasons as 
Nebraska basketball coach, it is that 
he’s an optimist. Without question. 

No matter what the circumstances, 
Nee will find something positive. 

Take the Cornhuskers’ recently 
completed, 13-18 season, Nebraska’s 
first losing season since 1972-73. 

This year’s record was in dramatic 
contrast to Nee’s first season at 
Nebraska, when the Cornhuskers 
went 2]-12 and finished third in the 
National Invitation Tournament. 

But Nee considers it only a tem- 
porary setback rather than something 
about which to be alarmed. He’s not 
ready to push the panic button. 

“We took two steps forward last 
year with a new coach and staff, then 
we took a half step back,” he said. 

That’s all. Just half a step. And then 
only in terms of wins and losses. 

Nee would have considered the 
season a success if his team had 
finished .500, and “‘we only missed by 
a couple of games,” he said. “A cou- 
ple of close games in the Big Eight 
just got away.’ 

The Cornhuskers lost to Iowa State 
in Lincoln, 85-84. They lost to Kan- 
sas State three times, but they were 
in every game, falling 65-63 in Man- 
hattan, 77-67 at the Devaney Sports 
Center and 75-70 in the first round 
of the Big Eight Tournament at Kan- 
sas City. 

That night, the Wildcats attempt- 
ed 50 free throws to Nebraska’s 1. 
Such were the Cornhuskers’ fortunes 
in 1987-88. 


After a 3-1 start, which included 
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dramatic, come-from-behind victories 
over Missouri and Kansas at the 
Sports Center, Nebraska finished in 
a tie with Oklahoma State for sixth in 
the Big Eight with a 4-10 conference 
record, 

The Cornhuskers dropped 10 of 





Center Richard von Poelgeest 
(above) returns to Nebraska 
next year, but Jeff Rekeweg 

(opposite right, 4) was a starter 
that NU loses to graduation. 


their last 11 games, the only victory 
during that stretch coming at the ex- 
pense of hapless Colorado, 75-67. 

But Nebraska’s problems in the Big 
Eight were as much an indication of 
the strength of the conference as they 
were a reflection of the Cornhuskers’ 
shortcomings. “The one thing we've 
got to remember in this league is, you 
don’t get well overnight. There are too 
many good players, too many good 
coaches, too many good programs,” 
Nee said. “Oklahoma, Kansas State, 
Missouri, Kansas, Iowa State — those 
teams are for real. We're trying to get 
well, but we’re banging heads with 
them and they make it very difficult.” 

Especially for a young team like the 
one Nee put on the court. Nebraska 
had only four seniors, all of them 
junior college transfers: Derrick Vick, 
Henry Buchanan, Jeff Rekeweg, and 
Bill Johnson, a walkon who saw limit- 
ed action as a reserve. Vick led the 
team in scoring and rebounding, aver- 
aging 11.2 points and 5.2 rebounds 
per game. 

Vick was Nebraska's primary offen- 
sive threat and quickly became a 
marked man, battling opposing 
defenses which geared up to stop 
him. 

Next year’s team will be built 
around two seniors, Eric Johnson and 
Pete Manning; junior Richard van 
Poelgeest; sophomores Beau Reid, 
Clifford Scales, Rich King, Rodney 
Curtis, Jed Bargen, and Richard 
Smith; and freshman Kelly Lively, 
who redshirted this year. 

Three high school seniors signed 
letters of intent with Nebraska in 








November: 6-foot-6 Lewis Geter from 
Linden McKinley High in Columbus, 
Ohio; 6-8 Dapreis Owens from Mans- 
field, Ohio, Senior High; and 6-7 Carl 
Hayes from Westchester, IIl., St. 
Joseph High, the school from which 
Scales came. 

Another high school senior, 6-3 
Eric Dolezal from LaPorte, Ind., has 
indicated he'll sign a letter of intent 
with Nebraska in April. 

One or two of the four incoming 
freshmen might not meet the NCAA’s 
eligibility requirements under the 
controversial Proposition 48. But “I’m 
sure a minimum of two will qualify 
and probably three,” said Nee, who's 
also looking to recruit at least one and 
possibly two junior college players. 

He hasn’t changed his philosophy. 
He still wants to recruit players who 
will be in the program for four years. 
But junior college transfers are impor- 
tant for the short-term help they can 
provide. “I’m not going to take a 
junior college transfer who couldn't 
come in and start,” said Nee. 

He’s especially interested in find- 
ing a point guard to fill that role while 
Scales and Curtis develop. 

Scales, especially, played a lot this 
season, averaging nearly 20 minutes 
a game. He started five times. 

The soft-spoken Curtis sat out his 
freshman year because of Prop 48 and 
missed the early part of this season 
while recovering from a serious neck 
injury, suffered in an off-season au- 
tomobile accident. 

“He’s like our mystery guest,” said 
Nee. “If he said 10 words this year, it’d 
be a lot. A big sentence for him is, 
‘Can I use the phone?’” 

Curtis came to Nebraska at his own 
expense from Upper Marlboro, N.Y. 

“We discovered him in a pick-up 
game at an inner-city high school. I 
was really impressed. There were a lot 
of good players on the floor. He was 
jumping and running. | thought, 
‘Whooo, let’s take him;” Nee said. 

“He’s just had some real rotten 
luck. He’s a good kid. He hasn’t had 
any breaks. But I think when we get 
everything stabilized and he can just 
play basketball, he has the talent.” 

The Cornhuskers didn’t have a 
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guard on whom they could always 
count when they needed a basket this 
season. 

“T really feel like Clifford Scales 
and Rodney Curtis can fill that bill. 
I'm confident they’re good enough 
players and outside shooters because 
that was their forte in high school,” 
said Nee. ‘Those kids have that capa- 
bility. The thing is, they were thrown 
into the fire this season. 

“They had their confidence one 
day, and they lost it the next.” 

Inconsistency. That was Nebraska’s 
problem as a team. The Cornhuskers 
had a tendency to fade in and out. 

“What we tried to do the whole 
season was work on the things we 
could do and try to do them as well 
as we could. That’s where the incon- 
sistency came in. We never effective- 
ly did things we were capable of doing 
for the whole season, in my opinion,’ 
Nee said. 

“Sometimes we'd do them. Some- 
times we wouldn’t. And I didn’t al- 
ways know the reason. I don’t know 
if the players could tell you the rea- 
son, either. Some of the questions 
can’t be answered.” 

Nebraska wasn’t a good passing 
team. That much was certain. 

And “we weren't a strong post-up 
team. We fought that all year. That 
was an Achilles heel that I don’t think 
we improved on,” Nee said. 

The Cornhuskers should be better 
on both counts next season because 
“T’ll have guys who have played in the 
Big Eight before and freshmen who 
have accumulated minutes,’ said Nee. 

“The one bright spot (this year) was 
that we got a lot of our young people 
the experience you can’t teach or 
coach. I feel good about that part.” 

Nearly 30 percent of the team’s to- 
tal playing time was accumulated by 
freshmen, easily the largest percen- 
tage among Big Eight teams and the 
most for the Cornhuskers since fresh- 
men again became eligible for varsi- 
ty play in the 1972-73 season. Nee 
described the situation as an “‘in- 
vestment.” 

After Oklahoma defeated Nebras- 
ka in Norman, 113-93, Sooner coach 
Billy Tubbs remarked: ‘Nebraska has 
some young kids we'll be hearing 
about down the road. I think they’re 
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Nebraska’s only scorer in 
double figures, Derrick Vick, will 
be hard to replace. 


doing a good job. I don’t necessarily 
want them to, but that’s the Big Eight 
for you.” 

The most prominent of the Corn- 
husker youngsters is King, the tallest 
player in the conference at 7-2. He 
shot 51.9 percent from the field, 
blocked 20 shots, and led the team in 
dunks. 

Like Scales, King started five 
games. 

Prior to the season, Nee considered 
redshirting the former second-team 
Super-Stater from Omaha Burke. But 
he never second-guessed the decision 
not to. 

“All the freshmen did okay,’ said 
Nee. “I was happy with them. Each 
guy had different things to overcome.” 

Reid, who redshirted his first year 
at Nebraska, became the third Corn- 
husker freshman in history to score 
200 points. He finished with 232. 

Although he was a sophomore in 
eligibility, van Poelgeest was similar 
to a freshman in his development as 
a basketball player, according to Nee. 

The rugged, 6-9, 225-pound center 
from Ryswijk, Netherlands, came on 
strong at the end of the season. In the 
loss to Iowa State at the Sports 
Center, van Poelgeest scored a career- 
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high 19 points and grabbed six re- 
bounds. 

He started 12 games. 

Nee was encouraged. “Richard 
made great progress,” he said. “He 
has a great attitude and he’s intel- 
ligent.” 

Lively, the 6-11 freshman from Tor- 
rington, Wyo., also made great 
progress as a redshirt. 

“Kelly’s attitude has been nothing 
less than great. I give him an A-plus. 
He’s probably still a year or two away, 
but that’s okay,’ Nee said 

Lively is scheduled to play with a 
Big Eight all-star team coached by 
Oklahoma State’s Leonard Hamilton 
in England and France this summer. 
Reid had a similar experience in Chi- 
na last summer. 

The rest of the Cornhuskers will 
journey to Australia, where they'll 
practice and play 10 exhibition games. 

“That’s going to be a real plus for 
us,’ said Nee. “‘That trip is going to 
give us a mini-season, and I plan on 
it being one solid step, where certain 
things we're going to do next year will 
really get taught, practiced and then 
done in game competition.” 

One thing Nebraska probably will 
work on in Australia is its shooting 
from three-point range. The Corn- 
huskers, who hit 35.8 percent of their 
246 three-point attempts, learned a 
lesson trying to defend teams like Ok- 
lahoma. 

“We're going to concentrate and 
develop three-point shooters and use 
them as a definite part of our offense. 
I can tell the fans we're going to prac- 
tice that this summer and we're go- 
ing to launch that sucker, You’ve got 
to get it up on the rim,” said Nee. 

The three-point shot has “changed 
the game more than the average 
coach realizes,” he said. “It’s become 
a very important part of the game.” 

Reid was Nebraska’s most accurate 
three-point shooter, hitting 38.8 
percent. 

But the Cornhuskers’ biggest 
threat from that range was Buchanan, 
who hit 39 of 103 (37.9 percent). 
Whenever the game was on the line, 
the senior from Muncie, Ind., “turned 
it up a notch,” according to Nee. “He 
really did try. Sometimes, he may have 
tried to do too much. At times, I 
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think, that was a real positive for us. 
But at other times, it could be a 
negative. ° 

Buchanan played a key role in the 
upsets of Missouri and Kansas. And in 
the season-ending loss to Kansas State 
in the conference tournament, he 
almost got the Cornhuskers into over- 
time with his three-point shooting. 

If Buchanan was Mr. Clutch, Reke- 
weg was Mr. Reliable, starting every 
game, leading the team in free throw 
percentage and hitting well over 50 
percent of his shots from the field. 

Manning led Nebraska in field goal 
percentage (59) and had the best 
single-game scoring performance of 
the season, getting 27 points against 
Oklahoma. 

Johnson led the Cornhuskers in 
steals with 60, assists with 12 and 
minutes played with 889. Both he and 
Manning will play key roles next 
season. 

The 1987-88 season was “the be- 


ginning of the new. I really feel that 
way,” Nee said. ‘I looked at this year 
as the first in starting over. 

“It’s not going to be easy, but every- 
thing’s progressing, everything. The 
only disappointment this year, as far 
as I’m concerned, was the record. 
The 18 losses weren't positive. Noth- 
ing good comes out of that. 

“We don’t want to develop a losing 
attitude. We’re not losers.” 

That was apparent in every area ex- 
cept the Cornhuskers’ record. 

The Rebounders booster club 
“grew almost twice its size, from 400 
to 800 or 900. Our attendance was 
very solid, even with the change in 
(starting) times for a lot of games. The 
mail and phone calls were all of a 
positive nature, and the administra- 
tion has been very supportive,’ said 
Nee. 

Even more importantly, perhaps, “I 
think we made a real statement aca- 
demically. Our kids are all lining up 


‘‘We’ve been 


s 


to graduate, and our overall team 
grade-point average went up.” 

Buchanan, who made first-team 
Academic All-Big Eight, should com- 
plete his degree by next December. 
So should Rekeweg and Vick, Nee 
said. 

The program appears to be set on 
a solid foundation. 

“It’s a funny thing,’ Nee said, 
his optimism bursting through. 
“There’s a difference between be- 
ing poor and being broke. Being poor 
is a state of mind. Being broke is 
when you don’t have any money. I 
think the attitude of some people in 
Nebraska is we think we're poor in 
basketball. 

“Well, I’ve never believed that. If 
I had believed that, or even thought 
about it, I never would have come 
here. We were down on our luck. We 
didn’t have all the players we wanted, 
but I think that’s changing, dramati- 
cally. Everything is looking bright.’ 





where you re going.’ 


“You'll be confident in the knowledge that your vacation will run smoothly when you arrange your 
trip through Lincoln Tour and Travel. That’s because we’ve personally inspected almost every 
itinerary on every four to make sure you'll get more than your money's worth. Everything has met 
our high standards, so you know in advance that they'll meet your high expectations. 


‘Before you make arrangements with another travel agent, ask if all the details have been 
thoroughly examined firsthand. You'll see that no one can give you as much travel confidence as 
Lincoln Tour and Travel. Discover for yourself why we’re better. Call Lincoin Tour and Travel today.” 


Five Convenient Locations 


FirsTier Bank Building, 13th & M.......... 474-4111 
Gateway Plaza............. 
Lincoin Municipal Airport... . 
330 South 13th Street....... 
3201 Pioneers, Suite 31..... 


Travel with Confidence. 


Toll Free: NE 800-742-7334 
Other States: 800-228-4395 
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The Secret's Out 


IT TOOK A LONG TIME AND A LOT OF 
EFFORT, BUT EX-HUSKER TIM BURKE HAS 
FINALLY BECOME A BASEBALL STAR 





He began as a hard-throwing youth; 
an eager little leaguer whose fastball 
could intimidate as much with its lack 
of direction as with its raw speed. As 
he grew, control came to the live fast- 
ball and major league dreams became 
major league possibilities. But it 
wasn't until he learned that his 
pitches weren't the only things in his 
life that needed control, that Tim 
Burke’s dreams of the majors became 
a reality. 

Burke has emerged as one of the 
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National League’s most effective, al- 
beit least-known relievers. In three 
seasons with the Montreal Expos, he 
has posted a 25-l1 record and a 
microscopic 2.22 ERA. He _ burst 
upon the big league scene in 1985, ty- 
ing a major league and setting a Na- 
tional League record by appearing in 
78 games as a rookie. He went on to 
reach 100 career appearances faster 
than any previous major league hurl- 
er (in his team’s 202nd game). Last 
season he responded to the departure 


Former NU All- 
Star Tim Burke 
of the 
Montreal 
Expos had the 
best ERA of 
any major 
leaguer last 
year. 











of bullpen ace Jeff Reardon to Min- 
nesota by leading all relievers with a 
1.19 ERA while finishing with a per- 
fect 7-0 record and 18 saves. 

In short, Tim Burke has made it 
big. 

But all of those accomplishments 
never would have been possible if 
Burke had not first found that his life 
was in need of the same discipline 
that his pitches were in need of a few 
years earlier. 

He had grown up a baseball fan, 
dreaming of the big leagues but never 
allowing his dreams to mislead him. 

“T wasn’t much of a player when | 
was little?” he remembers. “I could 
throw hard but I had no idea where 
it might wind up. When I was young- 
er, I never thought that I’d be good 
enough to pitch in high school. Then 
in high school, I never thought that 
anyone would think that I was good 
enough to have me pitch for their 
school in college.” 

But others did take notice. As a 
senior at Omaha's Roncalli High 
School, Burke finished with a 1.95 
ERA and was named to the All-State 
Team. He attracted interest from 
many schools, but most of the nota- 
ble baseball powers only sent letters. 
His only firm offers were from area 
schools like Creighton, Nebraska- 
Omaha, Kearney State and Nebraska, 
heading the list. 

At the time, the Husker baseball 
program was struggling. But in 1977, 
venerable Coach Tony Sharpe retired 
and youthful John Sanders took over 
the reigns of the program. 

Burke's loyalties were never in 
question. “I was a Nebraska fanatic,” 
he says. “But that wasn’t the reason 
why I went there. Coach Sanders was 
so determined to make the program 
succeed and he was so enthusiastic 
about how he was going to turn things 
around that I couldn’t say no.’ 

Sanders’ original strategy for a swift 
re-tooling of the Huskers’ program 
was to build via the junior college 
route, plucking talent from Arizona 
and California. His first recruiting 
haul landed a wealth of imported ta- 
lent, including future Texas Ranger 
first baseman Pete O’Brien. But an 
equally important part of the strate- 





gy was to hold on to the best in-state 
talent, even if that talent would take 
a while to develop. 

The competition was fierce in the 
fall of 1977, and a diamond in the 
rough such as Burke found himself in 
a tight battle. 

“Tn the fall, I didn’t know if I would 
be good enough to make the team,’ 
he says. “J was fighting to just make 
the travel roster so I could go to 
Hawaii (with the club on their annu- 
al trip during the early spring). I was 
nothing more than a mid-week pitch- 
er that season.” 

He finished the season 4-1 and 
pitched a total of 36.1 innings. At the 
end of the season, however, Burke be- 
gan to see a change in himself. 

“It really started to come together 
at the end of the season. Coach 
Sanders had worked long and hard 
with me on my mechanics and it was 
exciting to see how well it worked 
when all that work began to pay off,’ 
Burke says. 

He progressed so rapidly, in fact, 
that the freshman mid-week hurler 
became the sophomore No. 1 starter 
on a Husker squad that rose into the 
national rankings and earned a berth 
in the NCAA tournament. 

He won seven decisions, setting a 
then-school record with his final vic- 
tory total. His finely tuned fastball al- 
lowed him to fan 78 hitters in 69.1 
innings, good enough to rank No. 14 
in the nation. He threw the first of his 
two career no-hitters and he found 
that professional scouts were starting 
to show up for his appearances. 

‘Because I had always thrown hard 
in high school, there had always been 
an occasional scout that came by a 
high school game,’ Burke says. “But 
now, I began to actually notice them.” 

To help both his chance of being 
drafted after the next season and to 
further his progress, Burke spent the 
summer of 1979 pitching in a semi- 
pro league in the Los Angeles area. 
He mowed down highly publicized 
hitters from other college teams, and 
his value increased. He then returned 
to Lincoln for his junior season. 

The 1980 edition of the Huskers 
baseball team was a talented one, but 
also a squad that for the first time had 


to live up to high expectations that 
were bolstered by a 49-15 record in 
1979. They matched that record in 
1980, coming painfully close to win- 
ning the Big Eight tournament, only 
to have Missouri come back and 
defeat them twice. It was during one 
of those losses to the Tigers that the 
Huskers and Burke suffered an even 
greater setback. 

He had earlier picked up the win 
in Nebraska’s opening-round victory 
over Oklahoma. Now faced with the 
title slipping away, Sanders called on 
his ace to relieve against Missouri. 
Burke came on and did the job, but 
he felt a soreness develop in his elbow 
as he finished his last inning of work. 

Though Nebraska didn’t win the 
tournament, the Huskers’ 49-15 
record earned them a berth in the 
NCAA tournament, and they were 
placed in the Mideast Region in Ann 
Arbor, Mich. After defeating BYU, 
Burke got the starting nod against the 
home-standing Wolverines. His elbow 
had continued to ache since the end 
of the Big Eight tournament, but he 
realized that his draft status would 
hinge on his performance. He also 
realized that this was perhaps his last 
shot at a personal goal. 

“IT had been going to the College 
World Series since I was a little kid?’ 
Burke says. ““We (on the team) had 
heard all the stories about how they 
might draw 30,000 in Rosenblatt 
Stadium if we made the series and 
how they would have to bring in all 
these temporary seats. We wanted it 
so bad.” 

But even with all of his determina- 
tion, the pain was too great and his 
career at Nebraska came to an end. 

About the same time that Burke's 
college career came to a close, other 
aspects of his life also reached a crit- 
ical stage. In spite of his injury, he was 
still selected in the second round of 
the June free agent draft by the Pitts- 
burgh Pirates. He reported to the 
Pirates’ Bradenton, Fla., complex but 
was unable to pitch and was told to 
rest the arm. He went home to 
Omaha. 

A dedicated rabble rouser at times 
during his college days, Burke now 
found that drinking began to be a 


crutch that helped him pass away the 
time as he waited for his elbow to 
heal. “I had always drank a lot,’ he 
remembers. “In college it was the 
thing to do, and when I was worrying 
about the draft, it helped ease the 
pressure.’ 

Ironically, Burke also met his future 
wife Christine, during that summer. 
The two had grown up around each 
other, in fact, they had both played in 
the same Little League in Omaha 
(Keystone Little League), but had 
never met. 

They were married in May of 1982, 
just as Burke was ready to begin his 
second pro season. It was a season 
that would change his life. 

“I was pitching badly (he finished 
with a 7-10 record and 5.19 ERA). I 
was drinking, and I wasn’t handling 
the fact that I now had a wife with me 
very well. In fact, Christine was all 
packed up and ready to go back to 
Omaha,” he recalls. 

“One day, some of my teammates 
invited us to a Bible study class. I 
think that at the time it was probably 
the last thing that either one of us 
wanted to do, but we went anyway, 
and it began to open my eyes,” he says. 

What he saw at first wasn’t some- 
thing he liked right away. “I realized 
that up to that point that baseball had 
been my god,” Burke says. “I had al- 
ways thought that if you were a good 
person, that you would wind up in 
heaven. But the Bible says that’s not 
good enough. I realized that I had to 
do more. I finally realized that I 
hadn’t done such a good job of hand- 
ling my life for the first 22 years, so 
I thought “Why not give Jesus a try?” 

It wasn’t something that came to 
him in a dramatic moment. “It took 
me a while to come to those realiza- 
tions, but when I did, it made things 
seem to fall into place,” he says. 

But first, another detour. 

On Dec. 22, 1982, Burke found 
himself on the receiving end of a 
phone call informing him that he had 
been traded to the New York Yankees. 

“I think that anytime a ballplayer 
is traded, there’s a sense of hurt and 
a lot of questions that go through your 
mind. I wasn’t too thrilled to be go- 
ing to the Yankees since, at the time, 
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they had a reputation of not calling up 
people from their farm system. Be- 
sides, I was never a Yankee fan as a 
kid;’ he adds. 

But Burke put the hurt aside. “I 
tried to focus on the fact that the 
Yankees wanted me, not that the 
Pirates had given me up.’ 

His tenure with the Yankees lasted 
less than a year as Burke found his 
name again in the “transactions” sec- 
tions of the sports pages on Dec. 19, 
1983, when the Yankees traded him 
to the Montreal Expos. 

He spent 1984 at Indianapolis in 
the American Association. Because of 
that, the native Omahan finally found 
himself pitching at Rosenblatt Stadi- 
um when Indianapolis played Oma- 
ha. Instead of the 30,000 that had 
been predicted if the Huskers made 
it there, perhaps 1,000 fans witnessed 
his efforts. But the most important 
witness to each of his outings was his 
manager at Indianapolis, Buck Rodg- 
ers. Rodgers moved up to the Mon- 
treal manager’s job at the end of 1984, 
and when spring training opened in 
1985, Burke was in major league 
camp as a non-roster invitee. 

Non-roster invitees in spring prac- 
tice face the ignoble task of wearing 
numbers that are more suited for foot- 
ball linemen, and their chance of 
making the team are next to nill. 
Burke's back carried the weight of No. 
59. Additionally, he carried the tag of 
“the other Tim Burke’ since one of 
the writers covering the team had the 
same name. Faced with all of this, 
Burk tried not to mislead himself as 
he went to camp. 

“T was just going to camp hoping 
to show the field staff and front office 
that I could pitch. Most of them 
hadn’t seen much of me since I had 
been in the organization for one year” 
he says. “Even when I was pitching 
well, I tried not to let myself worry 
about making the club. I had pre- 
pared myself to go back to Indy, but 
I never stopped working as hard as I 
could” 

One day near the end of camp, 
Burke got the word that Rodgers 
wanted to see him in his office. Indi- 
anapolis seemed just minutes away. 
But instead of handing him a ticket 
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to the minors, Rodgers handed Burke 
the break he had refused to believe 
might happen — a spot on the major 
league roster. 

“I couldn’t believe it,’ Burke 
recalls. ““When Christine picked me 
up later, I still had tears in my eyes.” 

With the team made, Burke now 
had to show Rodgers and the rest of 
the staff that he deserved his break. 
After starting for most of his career, 
he now also had to learn to be a 
reliever. 

“I was never worried about the 
physical part of relieving, because 
even with my arm problems at 
Nebraska, my arm always felt great 
the day after a start (in the minors). 
I knew that I could handle that part 
of it,’ he adds. “The hardest part was 
learning how to warm up, when to 
realize that I was loose and to not 
keep on throwing. Gary Lucas and 
Jeff Reardon really worked with me 
on those things — that and gaining 
confidence.” 

His first role that season was clearly 
defined. With an all-star reliever such 
as Reardon on hand to close games, 
Burk was the “mop-up” pitcher. He 
was relegated to pitching in games 
that had gotten out of hand or in 
games when the starter went down 
with an injury early in the game. It 
was during one of these games that 
Burke convinced himself that he be- 
longed in the majors. 

“We were in L.A. in June and (Bill) 
Gullickson pulled a groin at the end 
of the first inning. I went in and 
pitched five scoreless innings, and 
that told me what I needed to hear?’ 
says Burke. 

As the season progressed, Burke's 
workload increased to the point 
where, by the end of the season, he 
became one of Reardon’s principal 
setup men. He also wound up hurling 
in 78 games. 

The heavy workload continued in 
1986, and Burke reached 100 career 
games faster than any previous pitch- 
er, but the constant work finally took 
its toll. He missed the last three 
weeks of the season with a tired arm. 

“My arm had no life at all by the 
end of the year, but I guess that was 
bound to happen,’ Burke recalls. But 


by January, his arm felt alive again, 
and he was ready for 1987. 

The 1987 campaign would be an 
important one for Burke for several 
reasons. First, the Expos were look- 
ing for a new closer since Reardon 
had been traded to Minnesota in the 
off-season. Second, Burke would be 
eligible for salary arbitration at the 
end of the season, so a good set of 
numbers would translate into equal- 
ly good numbers in his bank account. 

Rodgers began the season using his 
relievers interchangably, but by the 
end of the season, it was Burke who 
had emerged as the new stopper. He 
was 7-0 and posted the lowest ERA 
of any reliever in the majors (1.19). He 
also finished with 18 saves, the true 
indication of a legitimate closer. Af- 
ter the season, Burke went to arbitra- 
tion, and though he lost his case, he 
still increased his salary nearly three- 
fold, ensuring some financial stabili- 
ty long after his playing days end. 

Life these days is, indeed, good to 
Tim and Christine Burke. The one- 
time little league opponents have re- 
cently started a family, adopting an in- 
fant girl from Korea whom they 
named Stephanie Irene. 

Burke also rekindled a_ long- 
standing love for the game of hockey 
that dates back to the days of the old 
Omaha Knights. He has become an 
avid fan of the NHL and the Montreal 
Canadiens, in particular. He is such 
a fixture at their games, that he was 
featured in Goal Magazine, the Cana- 
diens game program. He even goes so 
far as to insist that hockey is now his 
favorite sport. 

But success, and the attendant bur- 
geoning fame that it brings, has not 
soured Burke on the simple things in 
life or the reasons why he found his 
success. 

“I’m still amazed that I’m in the big 
leagues,’ he says. “Not when I’m 
pitching, but at other times when the 
game is going on or when I’m walk- 
ing around before a game. IJ just look 
around and can’t believe that this has 
happened to me. 

“But the one thing that I never Jet 
myself forget is that the Lord has got- 
ten me here, and it’s my obligation to 
do my best.’ 


Relive The Great 
Moments of the 1987 Season 


Order your 
Husker Commemorative Plaque — Now! 
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Color Photographs 
Complete Statistics 

Team Roster 

Big Eight Results 
Game-By-Game Summaries 


This 13’’x 16” wall plaque is the eighth in 
our series and features color, action photos 
from each of the 12 Husker games of 1987. 
The photos are mounted on a top-grain, wal- 
nut board and laminated for lasting protection. 
On the back of each plaque you'll find com- 
plete results from each game of the 1987 sea- 
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from all games of the Big Eight Conference 
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also personalize each plaque by adding a 
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of each plaque. 


A GREAT GIFT IDEA! 
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$4.00 for shipping and handling. 
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*My Plaque No. 
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Centers of Attention 


LED BY JAKE YOUNG AND OU'S BOB LATHAM, 
THE BIG EIGHT BOASTS FOUR CENTERS OF NATIONAL STATURE 


Let’s get that spotlight adjusted 
properly, football fans. The Big Eight’s 
loaded with talented quarterbacks 
this year — from Jamelle Holieway 
and Charles Thompson at Oklahoma 
to Steve Taylor and untested Mickey 
Joseph at Nebraska, as well as Sal Au- 
nese at Colorado and Mike Gundy at 
Oklahoma State. And they deserve all 
their publicity. But when you really 
think about it, they can’t do a darned 
thing with that football until the 
center turns loose of it. And that 
doesn’t even take into account that 
what the center does after he releases 
the pigskin has a big effect on the 
glory his quarterback eventually 
receives. 

So, here’s to the centers! There’s a 
quartet of top-notch snappers in the 
Big Eight this year, each of whom will 
help shape the conference and, 
perhaps, the national championship 
race. 

First, senior Bob Latham of OU 
returns to defend his title as All-Big 
Eight center. But there’s also Erik 
Norgard at Colorado, a senior like- 
wise, and Buff coaches point with 
pride that he is better than Eric 
Coyle, who made All-Big Eight in 
1985 for CU. Then you can’t forget 
Nebraska’s Jake Young, only a junior 


Jake Young suffered a freak 
knee injury at Columbia, but is 
healthy enough now to 
challenge as Nebraska’s first All- 
American center since 1985. 
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but with “hoss” written all over him. 
Up in Columbia, the Tigers are tick- 
led about senior Curtis Wilson, who 
is rumored to run a 4.67 in the 
40-yard dash. 

Bored by offensive linemen? Don’t 
be. Just notice that each of these guys 
plays for one of the league’s four op- 
tion teams and that each school 
figures to score points by the bucket- 
full this season. Whether they do or 
don’t depends a lot on these centers. 

OU’s assistant head coach Merv 
Johnson puts it into perspective: 
“Next to the quarterback, I’d agree 
that the most important position on 
offense is center. I'll give you a good 
example. Before spring practice start- 
ed, I had a chance to visit with the 
coaches at another school and watch 
their workout. This particular school 
has a great team coming back next 
year. They’re loaded with talent, and 
some people are talking about a 
national championship for them. 

“But their center from last year is 
gone, and it looked to me like they 
were having tremendous problems 
getting anything at all accomplished 
with their offense. Snaps were being 
handled poorly. There was confusion. 
People weren't getting blocked. 
Everything seemed to be in slow mo- 
tion. And to make matters worse, they 
had a senior quarterback last year and 
lost him, which only made matters 
more trying at the two most critical 
positions. Something may change 
drastically over the summer or 
perhaps next fall, but I’d say for now, 
that situation is a good example of 
what kind of grief you can find your- 
self in without an experienced 
center.” 

The previously mentioned quartet 
of centers have both the experience 
and the talent. 

Since Latham and Young are the 
more heralded of the group, let’s start 
by looking at the “other guys” and 
how they’re equipped to make a run 
at the Huskers. 

Norgard (6-1, 270) was named 
honorable mention All-Big Eight last 
year and enjoyed reasonable success 
against OU during the Sooners’ 24-6 
win in Norman. 

His coach, Mike Barry, enters his 





All-Big Eight 
center Bob 
Latham returns 
at OU to 
defend his 
title. 


second season with Colorado and has 
worked with professionals during a 
three-year coaching career in the 
USFL. He's awfully high on Norgard. 

“Erik can one-on-one block any- 
body,’ Barry says. ““Here’s an example 
of his athletic ability. The first time 
I ever really got to look at Norgard 
was during the off-season condition- 
ing of 1987. Erik was doing your typi- 
cal agility drill — roll left, roll right 
and finish with a forward roll. Well, 
he forgot to do the forward roll, so I 
yelled at him just to let him know I 
caught it. Then he was on a dead run 
and does a full flip — not a roll, a flip. 

“And he lands on his feet and trots 

off. Naturally, I got on him pretty good 
and said something like, ‘Hey, Erik, 
you're not in a circus!’ But, honestly, 
I was absolutely amazed.’ 

With a 430-pound bench press and 
4.9 speed, Norgard fits the mold as a 
classic trench fighter who will attack 








NU’s noseguards with a_ passion, 
although Barry admits his center still 
has room for improvement. 

“If you’re going to compare Nor- 
gard to Coyle at the same stage, I'd 
say Norgard is probably stronger, a 
better athlete and a better man-on- 
man blocker,’ says Barry. “Coyle, on 
the other hand, had better speed and 
was an outstanding downfield block- 
er who could give linebackers and 
defensive backs a lot of trouble. It’s 
hard to say one guy’s better than 
another fella who’s just played a full 
season in the NFL, like Coyle did. 
But I think at the college level, Nor- 
gard is as good and could certainly be 
better.” 

Norgard has made no bones about 
the situation. The post-season all-star 
teams listed Latham and Young ahead 
of him last season, and he’s dedicat- 
ed himself to cracking those top two 
spots. 
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Curtis Wilson not only is the best Missouri snapper in years, he also 
runs a 4.67 in the 40. 


Doing so won't be easy for the sim- 
ple reason that offensive linemen and 
defensive backs don’t have anyplace 
to hide. Regardless of which wire 
service or news organization publish- 
es an all-conference list, the winners 
in those two categories will probably 
be chosen not so much by the trained 
but sometimes easily distracted eye of 
sports writers and broadcasters, but 
by Big Eight coaches and the unfor- 
giving film they watch everyday. 

“When it comes to fairly technical 
positions like you find in the offensive 
line and secondary, usually the sports 
writers will end up calling us and ask- 
ing our opinion of the best players,’ 


says Coach Milt Tenopir of Nebraska. 
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“It’s like that anyway with the UPI 
Coaches Poll. With quarterbacks or 
running backs or linebackers, for ex- 
ample, their jobs are pretty easily de- 
fined and you can follow them on the 
field without much trouble. With 
linemen and defensive backs, though, 
we'll get our share of calls from the 
Associated Press voters. 

“So, there’s just about no way you 
can hype or publicize an offensive 
lineman into all-star awards. He's 
pretty much got to do it on the field 
because what we're going to do to 
make up our minds is look at film. 
And the film doesn’t lie.” 

Because of Norgard and two other 
returning starters in the offensive line, 





Colorado looks to be in a strength- 
ened position on offense this season, 
perhaps better than the Buffs have 
been in years. And Norgard will be no 
small part of that improvement. That's 
not good news for Nebraska and Ok- 
lahoma. Looking back, Colorado has 
defensed the Sooners with relative 
success, but the CU offense has been 
impotent. Oklahoma's hard-fought 
victories over Colorado in 1985-86-87 
hardly compare to those embraceable 
routs of Kansas State every year. 
Although simply having a standout 
center doesn’t guarantee offensive 
success against OU and the Huskers, 
it does help. 

Oklahoma State’s Cowboys wore 
long hair and bell-bottom jeans when 
they last beat Oklahoma in 1976 with 
their best center (and perhaps best 
offensive lineman at any position), 
Derrell Gofourth. Only a year earli- 
er, when OU won the national title, 
Colorado played the Sooners to wi- 
thin 21-20, thanks in part to Pete 
Brock, who probably holds the same 
distinction in Boulder that Gofourth 
does in Stillwater. Nebraska, of 
course, beat OU three years straight 
with centers who were either All- 
Americans (Dave Rimington) or 
would be (Mark Traynowicz). 

Does this mean that Colorado is 
destined to beat the Big Reds in 
1988? Suffice it to say that CU could 
give OU and Nebraska headaches if 
Norgard, plays well enough to earn a 
seat on the All-Big Eight throne. 

The other “other guy” is Missou- 
ri’s Wilson (6-3, 273). Interestingly, he 
gives the state of Oklahoma two shots 
at having a Sooner son take All-Big 
Eight honors at center this year since 
he’s from Ponca City, Okla., and trans- 
ferred to MU from Northeastern Ok- 
lahoma A&M Junior College in 1985. 

Along with his 4.67 speed, he’s got 
a 400-pound bench press and 
525-pound squat, which makes him 
the strongest of the Tiger offensive 
linemen. Wilson is generally consi- 
dered one of the best athletes on the 
team. 

But he’s in the same predicament 
as Norgard; how do you unseat 
Latham and Young? Good question. 


Both Latham and Young (6-4, 265) 











were honorable mention AIll- 
Americans last year, and the Sooner 
center has a chance to become the 
first two-time All-Big Eight center 
since Nebraska’s Mark Traynowicz 
(1983-84), However, Young could 
achieve the same distinction if he out- 
polls Latham this year and was to 
repeat in 1989 when this season’s host 
of talented cente.s will be graduated. 

Not since 1985 has any team from 
the Big Eight produced an All- 
American snapper. It was Bill Lewis 
of NU who pulled the trick that sea- 
son. And the year before that, Tray- 
nowicz did the same. 

Of course, that brings us to the ul- 
timate center of the 1980s: Nebras- 
ka’s Dave Rimington — a two-time 
All-American (1981-82) and Out- 
land/Lombardi winner. 

Is there anyone like that lurking 
among the league’s quartet of top 
centers. OU defensive coordinator 
Gary Gibbs takes a look. 

‘What you’ve got to keep in mind 
is that Rimington created a whole 
new line of scrimmage,” says Gibbs. 
“When you've got someone like that, 
it doesn’t matter what offensive 
scheme you’re in. He was a very 
dominating player. And from what 
happened last year, I don’t think we 
have anyone like that in the Big Eight. 
Things may change and players may 
get better between now and next fall, 
but at this point I don’t think there’s 
anyone in the league who'll challenge 
what he did.” 

If All-American awards come to Big 
Eight centers this season, though, it 
will be in no small part because each 
of the aspirants take pride in their “in- 
telligence.’ Before going into more 
detail, try and resist the temptation 
to label “intelligent” centers as guys 
who don’t have much talent and must 
“trick” defensive linemen to survive. 
In reality, the young man with the 
sharpest football mind almost invari- 
ably performs with tremendous con- 
fidence, aggression and skill. 

Johnson explains: “If you have a 
center who is particularly intelligent, 
I think you'll find those kinds of play- 
ers don’t get easily frustrated, those 
who're not going to panic because 
they'll know what’s going on. 











Eric Norgard (61) may be the best Colorado center 
since Pete Brock. 


“It’s a blessing when your center 
can get the plays down without need- 
ing a lot of repetition. He doesn’t 
need to think through every play or 
blocking technique, and that allows 
him to really blow off the line on 
reflex and with a lot of confidence. 
And I don’t think you can ever over- 
estimate the importance of confi- 
dence among athletes and especially 
at the center position, because that 
guy is going to be the one that the 
other offensive linemen look to. He's 
the one who sets the huddle after ev- 
ery play. He gets everything ready be- 
fore the quarterback comes in the 
huddle, and the other linemen rally 
around him. He’s sort of their securi- 


ty blanket. At least you hope he is. I 
think it’s safe to say at Florida State, 
where their center’s gone, they're 
probably struggling with confidence 
in the line this spring.” 

Confidence. After enduring some 
bad publicity and bowl losses by its 
two top teams last year, the Big Eight 
appears to be on the mend emotion- 
ally with some offensive fireworks ap- 
parently in the offering for 1988. OU 
and Nebraska almost certainly will 
storm the bastion of Numero Uno, but 
they may also enjoy some more com- 
pany in the Top 20. It could well be 
those four centers that propel the 
league back into college football’s 
center of attention. 
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IF NEBRASKA CAN EASE SOME GLARING CONCERNS, 


sss 


As in baseball, a good indicator of 
team success in football is “strength 
up the middle,’ and Nebraska goes 
into spring practice with a quarter- 
back and center who could be the na- 
tion’s best at their respective positions 
as well as solid performers at 
noseguard, inside linebacker and free 
safety. 

On offense, Steve Taylor, of course, 
enters 1988 as a solid Heisman 
Trophy candidate, and he should 
emerge as the greatest quarterback in 
Nebraska history if he stays healthy. 
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But there’s the hitch. Taylor missed all 
or part of two games in both 1986 and 
1987 because of injuries and it’s a sad 
commentary on college football that 
opposing defenses take joy in 
labotomizing Heisman hotshots. But 
it’s true. Nebraska deleted “Heisman 
Trophy candidate” from in front of the 
names of Gaston Green and Thurman 
Thomas last year, and Taylor is bound 
to take a pounding from teams that 
think their chances of beating 
Nebraska will improve if the San Die- 
go senior is on the bench in a full- 


Tight end Todd 
Millikan could 
develop into a 
star if he 
shakes off 
nagging 
injuries. 








body cast. 

So, the key at quarterback will be 
finding a solid backup. The battle 
should start with true junior Gerry 
Gdowski and redshirt freshman Mick- 
ey Joseph (see separate story in this 
issue). Gdowski played in six games 
last year and rushed for 131 yards and 
a fine 7.3 per-carry average, but his 
playing time came almost exclusive- 
ly in mop-up duty after stellar reserve 
Clete Blakeman (since graduated) 
took his turn. 

One of the nation’s most highly 
publicized recruits last spring, Joseph 
must now produce results in one of 
college football’s most sophisticated 
offensive systems. 

One thing that will help the quar- 
terbacks succeed will be for Nebras- 
ka’s I-backs to succeed. All-Big Eight 
Keith Jones has graduated and taken 
his break-neck speed with him, leav- 
ing Nebraska with a race to replace 
him that should start with a jumble. 
Tyreese Knox and Ken Clark (No. 2 
and 3, respectively, on the depth 
chart last fall) will be fighting it out 
as the front-runners, but will also be 
challenged by Terry Rodgers, Leodis 
Flowers and George Achola (see 
separate story on I-back competition). 

Out of Nebraska’s nest of talented 
pass catchers, an All-American could 
fly. Second-year receivers coach Ron 
Brown again has an outstanding 
corps, even though experience isn’t as 
great as last year. 

The rejoicing centers around senior 
tight end Todd Millikan. He was 
second-team All-Big Eight two years 
ago, but surrendered that honor to 
NU’s Tom Banderas in ‘87. With Ban- 
deras and Oklahoma's Keith Jackson 
graduated, no tight end in the league 











can challenge Millikan’s all-star 
credentials. He’s averaged over 21 
yards per catch on 24 receptions in 
two years as a full- or part-time starter. 

“Todd’s got All-American poten- 
tial?’ says Brown. ‘He was bothered 
a little last year by that torn thigh 
muscle, and if he gets healthy and 
stays healthy, then he can really do 
some great things.” 

Perhaps the key to Nebraska’s 
receiving corps will be the No. 2 tight 
end. The Huskers go with two tight 
ends often, and they became under- 
standably spoiled last year with both 
Banderas and Millikan. Competition 
at the alternate spot this spring will 
be keen. True sophomore Chris Gar- 
rett “could be a great player before 
he’s done,” says Brown, but the im- 
mediate concern is “when?” Also in 


the fray will be senior Corey Grobe, 


junior Monte Kratzenstein and Chris 
O’Gara, moved from center. 

Expect it to get tougher next fall. 
Brown says he’s looking forward to 
looking at recent signee William 
Washington plus Dan Lohmeire, 
who’s still not recovered from a fresh- 
man knee injury. He'll miss spring 
practice. 

Wingback will be both a talented 
and deep position because of Dana 
Brinson and Richard Bell. Coach 
Brown calls them co-starters and ex- 
pects to field two of the most gifted 
skill players in America. “They’re 
both very, very talented,” says Brown. 
“And they each have unique skills that 
we can use in different situations.” 
Like when big plays are needed. 

Brown also says that senior Jamie 
Worden will contribute at both wing- 
back and split end because of his ver- 
satility, and he'll be used a lot like 
graduated Hendley Hawkins was last 
year. 

Brad Devall comes off a redshirt 
year and will also get a close look this 
spring. Next fall is when Brown will 
be eye-balling recent signee Tyrone 
Hughes who's gotten rave reviews 
from recruiting experts. 

That leaves split end, which 
suffered the loss of second-team All- 
Big Eight Rod Smith through gradu- 
ation. Junior Morgan Gregory looks to 
take charge after serving as Smith’s al- 








ternate in ‘87, In Nebraska’s system, 
the starter plays about 65 percent of 
the time and the alternate about 35 
percent, according to Brown, so play- 
ing time will be abundant for the top 
two split ends. Also battling for that 
playing time will be Nate Turner, a 
redshirt freshman of major propor- 
tions (6-1, 215). 

“I’ve never seen a bigger, more 
bulky split end,” says Brown. “‘Nate’s 
strong, very quick, great excelleration, 
runs good routes and he’s got good 
hands. He’s just too talented to keep 
off the field — that’s why we moved 
him from wingback to split end.’ 

Another key player will be Chip 
Bahe, the fastest of Nebraska's split 
ends. “Chip has made great strides in 
the past year,” says Brown. “It’s like 
night and day. We'll probably look at 
Chip as No. 2 going into spring prac- 
tice, but he'll have to show some 
blocking improvement to hold off the 
other guys.’ 

Those other guys will probably in- 
clude (besides Turner) hard-working 
Tim McCoy, talented Tony Avant and 


Broderick 
Thomas leads 
an all-star cast 

of returning 
Black Shirts. 








pa 
LK 


improving Lance Bobolz. Beyond 
Gregory, game experience is almost 
nill among Nebraska’s split ends, and 
for that reason, Brown says he'll also 
take a good look at signee Jon Bostick 
next fall on the varsity. Brown is con- 
fident, however, that physical talent at 
split end is not a problem. 

At fullback, the Huskers must 
replace a graduated starter (Micah 
Heibel, in this case) for the third year 
in a row. But capable replacements 
abound. Junior Bryan Carpenter 
(5-10, 200) enters spring practice in 
the starter’s role after serving as 
Heibel’s backup in ‘87. However, he 
generated more yardage than Heibel 
(123 yards to 54) over the last five 
games. 

“As the season went along, Bryan 
played extremely well and got a good 
grasp of the system,” says backfield 
coach Frank Solich. “Bryan’s got a lot 
of quickness (4.5 speed) and he’s a 
fine blocker. With his speed, Bryan 
gives us the best running threat at 
fullback in several years.’ Carpenter’s 
39-yard run against Missouri was the 
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longest by a Husker fullback since the 
1985 season. 

The transfer from Coffeyville 
Junior College should get stiff com- 
petition from junior Sam Schmidt 
(6-2, 225). He only had 73 rushing 
yards on 12 carries last year, but 
Schmidt was bothered by nagging in- 
juries, and his standout performance 
last spring (No. 2 behind Heibel) has 
Solich encouraged. Considering Car- 
penter is faster than some NU I-backs, 
it’s no surprise Schmidt lags behind 
the projected starter in speed, but 
he’s got leg strength to rival linemen. 

The No. 3 spot at fullback should 
be a scrap between Dave Clare, Bar- 
ry Kitrell and Brian Harchelroad, 
converted from I-back. Nebraska 
loses Randy Williams, a physically im- 
pressive freshman, as he sits out 
spring practice for disciplinary rea- 
sons. His NU future will be reassessed 
this summer. 

It’s taken only two years for Nebras- 
ka to rebound from a_ less-than- 
spectacular offensive line to a mon- 
sterous front five that could contend 
as one of the best in the nation. 

‘“‘We should be every bit as good as 
we were last year,” says offensive line 
coach Milt Tenopir. That’s no small 
statement. NU graduated consensus 
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NU’s Etienne 
should be one 
of the nation’s 

top 
linebackers. 


McCormick and All-Big Eight right 
tackle Keven Lightner, and by year’s 
end Husker coaches said the 1987 
offensive line was playing as well as 
the powerful units of the early 1980s. 
Still, Tenopir doesn’t hesitate to add, 
“We could even be a little better next 
year.’ 

His enthusiasm begins with three 
returning starters, chief of whom is 
junior center Jake Young. Last year, 
Young was the first natural sophomore 
to start in the Nebraska offensive line 
since center Rik Bonness in 1973 and 
his efforts were rewarded with 
second-team All-Big Eight honors. 
Young should be even better. 

“Jake has gotten a lot stronger in 
his upper body,’ says Tenopir. Upper- 
body strength may have been Young’s 
one weakness in 1987, but NU 
coaches asked him to improve in 
winter conditioning, and Young 
responded with maniacal effort in 
the weight room. His bench press has 
soared. Plus, Young has added bulk, 
increasing his 250-pound playing 
weight last fall to 265 going into 
spring practice. 

“Jake should be as good,” says 
Tenopir, “as any center in the coun- 
try. We're expecting great-big things 
from Jake. He'll be in the All- 
American category.’ 


All-American right guard John 
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Young’s backup going into spring 
practice will probably be Jeff Ander- 
son, who was No. 3 on the depth chart 
last year and also handled deep- 
snapping chores. At 6-3 and 265, the 
Norfolk senior will be invaluable, ac- 
cording to Tenopir. ““We’'d like to get 
some other guys to take some of the 
deep-snapping duties from Jeff so he 
can concentrate on center, but he'll 
still be available for that,’ says the 
coach. ‘Plus, he should give us good 
play when Jake rests. And, hey, I 
wouldn’t be surprised if Jeff pushes 
Jake pretty hard for the starter’s job.’ 

Also getting a good look this spring 
at center will be junior Roger Fitzke 
(6-1, 245) and Erik Kiehn (6-2, 270). 

Missing will be John Nichols, who 
graduated after serving as Young’s 
backup, and O’Gara, who will be 
moved to tight end. 

Elsewhere, the tackle spots also 
look solid. At left tackle, senior Bob 
Sledge (6-2, 270) returns after start- 
ing in 1987 when he made second- 
team All-Big Eight, and Tenopir is 
excited. 

“Bob had an excellent fall,” he says. 
“Plus, he’s improved his quickness 
over winter conditioning, and we're 
expecting good things from Bob.” 

Sledge will be supported by sopho- 
more Tom Punt (6-7, 265) and junior 
Brad Rother (6-3, 245). Punt comes 
off a redshirt year, and has shown fine 
improvement in both strength and 
quickness, according to Tenopir, while 
Rother has a chance to contribute be- 
cause of his excellent technique and 
in spite of his lightish frame. 

At right tackle, the Huskers lose a 
powerful force with the graduation of 
all-conference Lightner, but his 
replacement may eventually reach the 
same or even higher honors. Doug 
Glaser (6-7, 290) will be a true junior 
next year and has gone through the 
Nebraska program without the 
benefit of a redshirt year. He was 
Tenopir’s swing tackle in 1987, filling 
in for both Sledge and Lightner when 
they came up for air. He'll open spring 
ball as No. 1 at right tackle. 

“Doug is probably the finest tack- 
le prospect we've had here in quite a 
while,” says Tenopir. 

A couple of Nebraska natives, Ter- 


ry Eyman from Omaha and Steve 
Engstrom of Lincoln, also look to bat- 
tle for the top spots. Both have excel- 
lent size as Eyman goes 6-5 and 270 
while Engstrom is a solid 6-4 and 295. 
Tenopir thinks both have a chance to 
be outstanding, and adds that he 
wouldn’t be surprised if true sopho- 
more Brian Boerboom made a run at 
the top three or four veterans. 

At offensive left guard, senior Andy 
Keeler (6-3, 275) returns as Nebras- 
ka’s third starter back from 1987. “‘An- 
dy’s a kid who has really improved,” 
says Tenopir. “He was only average 
two years ago, then had a fine season 
last year and now he’s to the point 
where I would say both he and Sledge 
will be all-conference type players.” 

The battle for backup duties will be 
fierce between senior Mark Antoniet- 
ti (6-2, 260), Jim Wanek (6-3, 255) 
and Mike Griffin (6-3, 265). 

That leaves only the right guard po- 
sition. Senior John Nelson (6-0, 265) 
was another “swing” lineman last 
year. He'll start spring practice as the 
No. 1 right guard, where Nebraska 
will undoubtably miss the leadership 
and all-star performance of the gradu- 
ated McCormick. “We anticipate Nel- 
son having a good year,’ says Tenopir. 
“He’s a fine leader and very intel- 
ligent.” 

But Nelson will also face a tough 
challenge from three other hopefuls. 
Junior Bill Bobbora (6-3, 265) played 
quite a bit in “87 and has improved his 
agility over the off season. Junior John 
Roschal (6-3, 265) was McCormick’s 
backup last year until he blew out a 
knee against UCLA and missed the 
rest of the season. However, he’s 
responded well to post-surgery re- 
habilitation and has looked full-speed 
during winter conditioning. He’s got 
tons of ability. 

Also in the fight at right guard will 
be junior R.G. Arneson (5-Ll, 260) 
who could turn his extensive scout- 
team experience into varsity playing 
time because of his strength and mo- 
bility. 

Nebraska returns its leading scorer, 
junior placekicker Chris Drennan, 
and he could be one of the school’s 
best. He hit all 53 of his PATs last year 
and six of eight field goals (with a long 


of 50 yards), which is good news in 
light of NU’s rugged non-conference 
games that could be won or lost by 
the smallest of margins. 

On defense, Nebraska has two of 
the best players in the country with 
Broderick Thomas and LeRoy 
Etienne, and the Black Shirts should 
be one of the nation’s top defensive 
units if a couple of solid tackles 
emerge from spring practice. The ta- 
lent seems to be there. 

As noted in more detail in the 
March issue of Huskers Illustrated, the 
challengers will be talented despite 
their inexperience and should include 
Kent Wells (6-4, 295, jr.), Paul Brun- 
gardt (6-6, 245, soph.), Kurt Skradis 
(6-3, 260, sr.), Joe Sims (6-4, 230, 
soph.), Ray Valladao (6-3, 265, jr.) and 
a cast of thousands. 

The picture at noseguard is clear- 
ly competitive with returning starter 
Lawrence Pete (6-1, 270, sr.) being 
hotly pursued by rapidly improving 
Mike Murray (5-10, 240, jr.), Willie 
Griffin (6-3, 260, sr.) and juco tranfer 
Junior Monarrez (6-1, 270, jr.). NU 
should be solid at noseguard 

But Tom Osborne doesn’t hide his 
concern about what happens on 
either side of those noseguards. 

“We have very little experience at 
tackle, and that’s probably the num- 
ber one concern on our whole team,’ 
he says. And with good reason. 
Nebraska faces two of college foot- 
ball’s best offenses (Texas A&M and 
UCLA) in the first three weeks of the 
season. 

Still, there’s tempered enthusiasm 
among the Black Shirts. 

The excitement at outside line- 
backer (formerly called defensive end 
before a semantic change this winter) 
starts with returning All-American 
Broderick Thomas on the left side, 
but it doesn’t end with him. Of 
course, Thomas should enter 1988 as 
an overwhelming preseason choice 
for Big Eight Defensive Player of the 
Year and a solid candidate for the 
Lombardi and Butkus trophies as the 
top lineman/linebacker in the nation. 
After getting banged up in the Fiesta 
Bowl and being held out of early 
winter conditioning, the Houston 
senior enters spring practice at full 





His left shoulder healed, Steve 
Taylor controls another 
promising Husker offense. 


strength. 

Backing up Thomas will be junior 
Jeff Mills (6-3, 225), who played in 10 
games last year and is loaded with 
ability. 

Among the top outside linebackers, 
the only graduation casualty was Jeff 
Jamrog at the right starting spot. 
Heading into spring ball, the heir- 
apparent seems to be senior Jon Mar- 
co (6-1, 225). He’s switched from the 
left side, where he backed up Thomas 
all year, played in every game and 
made 28 total tackles. What’s more, 
he played every game in 1986. Ex- 
perience is no problem. 

Holding the No. 1 spot may be a 
struggle, though, because of true 
sophomore Mike Croel (6-3, 220). 
This Massachusetts prep product 
played 10 games last year and rose as 
high as No. 2 on the depth chart only 
one year after starring as a tight end 
for Lincoln-Sudbury High School. He 
is far and away the fastest (4.5 speed) 
of Nebraska's linebackers, and the 
Marco-Croel combo will give NU a 
powerful blend of talent, experience 
and youthful enthusiasm. 

NU coaches still call their inside 
linebackers the same thing, but with 
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Etienne, it wouldn’t be any less ac- 
curate to change his title from strong- 
side linebacker to grand-omnipotent- 
stomper. He should be one of the best 
in America. 

“LeRoy led us in tackles last year 
with 75, but that doesn’t mean some 
of those other guys at other schools 
with 100 tackles are better,” says line- 
backer coach John Melton. “We give 
tackles straight off the game film, but 
some schools will give their guys a 
tackle if he bends over to scratch his 
ankle near a pile-up. LeRoy’s just a 
great player.’ 

Backing up Etienne should be 
junior Randall Jobman, who played in 
10 games and made 20 tackles last 
year. Brad Ferguson, also a junior, 
looks to hold down his No. 3 spot from 
last fall. Graduation left the strong- 
side untouched. 

At the weak-side slot, though, start- 
er Steve Forch graduated, along with 
his backup, Doug Welniak. That 
leaves junior Chris Caliendo (No. 3 
last fall) as the heir-apparent for start- 
ing duty this spring altough his No. 1 
status may not be apparent to Pat Ty- 
rance and Kenny Walker, both of 
whom should battle unmercifully for 
the starter’s job. 

“We may be a little inexperienced 
at weak-side linebacker, but we've 
also got some decent talent there, and 
we're going to be growing up in a hur- 
ry with the likes of Texas A&M and 
UCLA right off the bat,” says Melton. 
“With LeRoy around, and he’s really 
become quite a leader for us, every- 
thing’s going to be all right at line- 
backer.’ 

The Black Shirt secondary looks to 
be a bright spot after taking some 
serious abuse from fans and media 
alike last fall while facing some of the 
top quarterbacks in America. With 
three starters returning plus a host of 
talented challengers, secondary coach 
George Darlington says, “we should 
be as solid as we've been in a long 
time.’ 

At cornerback, senior Charles 
Fryar enters spring practice with two 
years of starting experience and a 
slight lead for the No. 1 right-side slot. 
It’s only a slight lead because of 
speedy sophomore ‘Tahaun Lewis and 
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Lorenzo Hicks started in 1987, 
but will have to fend off some 
talented newcomers. 


senior Cartier Walker, both of whom 
have experience and talent enough to 
play. 

At the left side, senior Lorenzo 
Hicks returns to defend his starter’s 
position, but also looks to get stiff 
competition from senior John Cus- 
tard, who missed all of 1987 with a 
knee injury he sustained last spring. 
He’s now in excellent shape. Splitting 
time between cornerback and free 
safety will be “Marvelous” Marvin 
Sanders. 

Reggie Cooper played in 10 games 
as a true freshman last year, and he'll 
be the leading candidate to replace 
two veterans at strong safety: three- 
year starter Brian Washington plus 
Jeff Tomjack. Blessed with exception- 
al talent, Cooper will try to hold off 
Rick Wendland, John Richman and 
Brian Cullum. 

At free safety, Nebraska enjoys 
some of its best depth and talent. 
Returning starter Mark Blazek and al- 
ternate Tim Jackson, both seniors, 
give the Huskers a solid 1-2 punch at 
a position that will be critical in stop- 
ping the Big Eight’s glut of option 
offenses. Sanders, of course, will fight 








for playing time here along with 
senior Wendell Wooten. 

But competition should heat up 
even more next fall when several of 
this year’s signees — Ernie Beler and 
Steve Carmer at strong safety plus Ty- 
rone Byrd at free safety as well as Da- 
rin Duin and Bruce Pickens at 
cornerback — get a serious look with 
the varsity. 

“With this kind of talent and this 
kind of depth it’s a real challenge to 
find that small difference between a 
starter and backup,’ says Darlington. 
“But it’s a good problem to have. Go- 
ing into spring practice, I'd say none 
of the starting jobs are really locked 
up, and it may all come down to sim- 
ply who is the most aggressive and de- 
termined to take over.’ 

Finally, Nebraska returns three- 
year starter John Kroeker, who has 
averaged right at 39 yards per punt 
the past two seasons. He'll be a senior 
this fall. 

If a couple of studs take charge at 
I-back and overall depth improves as 
expected, the Husker offense could 
be even better than the ‘87 version. 
NU’s talent at the skill positions may 
be the best in America, and the offen- 
sive line has the potential to be just 
as brutal. The same can almost be 
said for the Black Shirts should some 
tackles and weak-side linebackers 
blossom. 

The first preseason poll (Football 
Writers Association of America) lists 
Florida State as its No. 1 choice, fol- 
lowed by Oklahoma, Miami, UCLA 
(will they never learn?) and Nebras- 
ka in the No. 5 spot. Why so low for 
NU? It’s obvious when looking at a 
media guide that Nebraska lost its 
starting I-back, fullback and enough 
defensive tackles to launch an NFL 
expansion team. The FWAA pollsters 
obviously picked up on this, but they 
also seemed to miss the fact that 
Nebraska returns 51 lettermen (the 
most of any Big Eight team), five of 
whom could/should/will be All- 
Americans. And at one time or 
another, each of those five studs went 
into spring practice as an unherald- 
ed youngster at a key position that Os- 
borne thought would be a major 
concern. 





Rod Henkel 











Undressed and Unleashed 


YOUNG AND TALENTED HUSKERS TAKE OFF THEII 
“REDSHIRTS™ AND PROWL FOR VARSITY ACTION THIS SPRING 





That long, often frustrating year 
known as a redshirt season ended 
March 28 for nearly 40 Nebraska foot- 
ball players when spring practice 
began. 

Those 38 redshirt athletes, who 
spent a season participating in all 
football activities except games, now 
share dreams of playing with the var- 
sity in the fall of 1988. 

They may get their wish — some 
more than others. 

“Most of the guys after their red- 
shirt year are going to see some play- 
ing time,’ says Shane Thorell, NU’s 
freshmen coach. “It all depends on 
how many players we have coming 
back.” 

Thorell estimates 75 percent of Big 





Red football players redshirt at some 
point during their career. 

“That’s just because when you are 
at one of the top programs in the 
country, you’re not looking most years 
at having guys come in and start their 
first or second year here,’ he says. 

Instead, athletes must learn the 
Nebraska system. Developing from a 
high school standout into a college 
football player requires time, study 
and practice. 

A spot on the scout team provides 
redshirts an opportunity to show their 
skills while giving the varsity a realis- 
tic look at opponents. One week, they 
look like the Kansas Jayhawks. The 
next, they represent Oklahoma State. 

Plus, they can work on the same 


fundamental skills regardless of what 
offense or defense they run. 

Redshirts need to remember they 
play a vital role in the Cornhuskers’ 
success, according to Thorell. They 
allow varsity members to practice 
again and again against schemes of 
opponents. 

“The scout team is a valuable part 
of our program,” he says. “We get a 
lot of repetitions in our practices. To 
see what they are going to see in 
games during practice really helps.” 

Redshirts must practice and per- 
form their roles on the scout team 
without the reward of playing on 
Saturday afternoon. 

“It can be tough,” says Thorell, who 
redshirted in 1982, one year after 
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walking on from Seward. “You aren’t 
playing. You aren’t getting recogni- 
tion. Going out to practice every day, 
you kind of get the feeling nobody’s 
watching you even though the 
coaches are. 

“It’s not as hard from the stand- 
point you know most of the guys on 
the team have been through the same 
thing you’re going through.” 

Besides helping the varsity, redshirt 
players better themselves by working 
in the weight room, watching films 
and growing accustomed to NU 
coaches. 

“Most of the time they’re working 
on getting stronger,’ says Thorell. 
“They just spend a year to mature a 
little bit in our program. There’s a lot 
to learn.’ 

The benefits of a redshirt season 
exceed putting on powerful pounds, 
improving skills and gaining 
knowledge. It also gives a football 
player a fifth year to compete. 

Fifth-year players add another 
dimension to the team. 

“Any time you’re older and more 
experienced, that’s going to help you 
as far as composure and confidence,” 
says Thorell. “By the time a guy has 
been there his fifth year. . .he pretty 
much can handle about any sit- 
uation.” 

A majority of NU’s football players 
who redshirt sit out their second sea- 
son. That gives them two years to pre- 
pare for varsity competition. 

First, they participate on the fresh- 
man team. Then they redshirt. 

The 1987 freshman class included 
three players who made the Huskers’ 
traveling squad and three others who 
redshirted. 

“It shows we have some young guys 
coming in who are players,’ says 
Thorell. “At a program like Nebras- 
ka, that means they’re awfully good 
athletes.” 

The three freshman redshirts are 
among a group of 12 that Thorell re- 
cently singled out as players who 
could make significant contributions 
to the varsity in 1988, 

“A lot is going to be decided in the 
spring,” he says. 

Here’s a look at Nebraska’s most 
promising dozen redshirts. 

Jerry Dunlap, QB, Ventura, Calif. 
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Unleashed and Undressed 
ee ee ee 


Dunlap is a 5-foot-10, 190-pound 
walkon who redshirted his sophomore 
season because of adequate depth at 
the quarterback position. 

Thorell describes Dunlap as a real 
steady player who is a good passer. He 
could challenge for a backup quarter- 
back spot in 1988 behind Steve Tay- 
lor, Gerry Gdowski and Mickey 


“4By the time a 
guy has been 
there his fifth 
year. ..he pretty 
much can handle 
about any 
situation.’’ 


Joseph. “Coach Osborne is pretty 


high on Jerry,’ says Thorell. 


Steve Engstrom, OT, Lincoln, Neb. 
A walkon from Lincoln Pius X High 
School, Engstrom has gotten bigger 
since joining the Huskers. He now 
stands 6-4 and weighs 290 pounds. 
Engstrom redshirted his sophomore 
year to gain strength, Thorell says. 
“He has a lot of ability and good 
size. The offensive line coaches think 
he’s going to be a good player for us.” 


Leodis Flowers, IB, Omaha, Neb. 

With NU’s top I-back Keith Jones 
graduating, Flowers should contrib- 
ute with his speed in 1988, Thorell 
says. Flowers redshirted his freshman 
year after earning a scholarship with 
his performance at Omaha Central 
High School. 

Flowers redshirted that first year 
because “he has a chance to contrib- 
ute to the varsity for four years,” says 
Thorell. “It gives him some time to 








learn the system a little bit. It’s hard 
to step in and play right away in our 
system. He still has four years of eligi- 
bility left in him,” 

Ken Clark and Tyreese Knox return 
with varsity experience. The 5-Ll, 
193-pound Flowers “did some really 
good things on the scout team,’ says 
Thorell. “Leodis will be right up 
there battling for one of the top I- 
back spots.” 


Chris Garrett, TE, Snyder, Tex. 

Two of the top tight ends from 
1987, Tom Banderas and Keith Neu- 
bert, graduated and left room for Gar- 
rett. Todd Millikan returns and Monte 
Kratzenstein will battle for the back- 
up position. Garrett received a hard- 
ship ruling after injuring an ankle 
early during his freshman season. The 
6-3, 225-pound redshirt freshman has 
recovered. 

“He put on weight and has gotten 
stronger through winter condition- 
ing,” Thorell says. “He is a good 
blocker and catches the ball well. He 
fits into our system well.” 


Mickey Joseph, QB, Marrero, La. 

As with Flowers, NU coaches red- 
shirted Joseph his freshman year be- 
cause they feel he can contribute to 
the varsity for four years. The 5-10, 
175-pound quarterback made the trip 
to Arizona State last fall because of in- 
juries to Nebraska's top players, but 
did not play. 

The highly recruited Joseph, 
named high school Quarterback of 
the Year in 1986 by USA Today, fits 
the mold of NU signal callers. 

“He’s got a lot of ability,’ Thorell 
says. ““He’s got a strong arm. He can 
make some things happen on the 
option.” 

Taylor will be hard to push out of 
the starting role, according to Thorell, 
and Gdowski “did a good job as a 
backup quarterback.’ But Joseph 
gives the Huskers needed depth. 

“With as much as our guys carry 
the ball, there’s more of a real possi- 
bility of getting some kind of injury 
because they are in a lot of contact,” 
says Thorell. ““We don’t worry about 
that too much, but it’s always good to 
have good quarterbacks ready to go.” 


Tom Punt, OT, Sioux Center, lowa 
Punt, a scholarship player, provides 











the combination of size and speed NU 
coaches look for in an offensive line- 
man. At 6-7, 260 pounds, Punt has the 
ability to play several positions. 
“He runs real well for his size,’ 
Thorell says. ““He runs good enough 
so that he could play guard or tackle.” 
Punt redshirted as a sophomore. 


Dan Svehla, OLB, Clarkson, Neb. 

Svehla walked on at NU and plays 
-a position packed with talent. A 6-0, 
214-pound sophomore, Svehla “‘test- 
ed out well in conditioning,” Thorell 
says. “He could be a surprise in the 
spring at outside linebacker. 

“He's got the athletic ability to be 
a good player for us at that position. 
He hasn’t really had a lot of ex- 
perience.’ 


Nate Turner, SE, Chicago, Ill. 

Turner brings versatility to Nebras- 
ka’s receiving corps. At 6-1, 220 
pounds, the redshirt freshman can al- 
ways run a 4.5-4.6 electronically 
timed 40, 

Thorell says the scholarship player 
could play either split end or wing- 
back. 

“He can add something as far as 
blocking ability,’ Thorell says. “He 
would probably be more of a punish- 
ing runner once he gets ahead of the 
line. Still, he has the speed and agili- 
ty to juke you, also.’ 

Dana Brinson and Richard Bell, the 
two top wingbacks going into last 
year’s Fiesta Bowl, return, as does al- 
ternate split end Morgan Gregory. 
Turner could provide quality depth at 
both positions. 

While playing on the scout team, 
Turner “came up with catches against 
our defense that showed that he can 
play varsity football?’ Thorell says. 


Pat Tyrance, ILB, Omaha, Neb. 
Although NU returns four of its top 
six inside linebackers from 1987, Ty- 
rance can give the Huskers depth at 
those positions. Weak-side lineback- 
ers Doug Welniak and Steve Forch 
graduated, leaving a spot for Tyrance. 
A redshirt sophomore, the 6-2, 
225-pound Tyrance received a 
scholarship after his senior year at 
Millard North High School. 
Thorell describes Tyrance as a real 
physical player with good speed and 
strength. “He can drop, too. Anymore 


at linebacker, that’s what it takes, es- 
pecially against the teams we play. You 
have to be able to play the run and 
pass because so many teams do both 
real well.” 

Tyrance lacks the experience of the 
returning varsity linebackers, but six 
players are needed at the inside posi- 
tions. “It’s a position that’s involved 
with a lot of contact;’ Thorell says. 
“You need to develop quite a bit of 


depth.” 


Kenny Walker, ILB, Crane, Tex. 

Walker, a 6-3, 225-pound scholar- 
ship player, will switch from defensive 
end/outside linebacker to inside line- 
backer this spring. 

“Right now at the outside positions, 
we ve got some guys who are going to 
be around for a few years,’ says 
Thorell, indicating Walker possesses 
the necessary skills to play inside. 

“T don’t think it’s that big a switch. 
Kenny has great vision, good football 
instinct and he’s a hard guy to block, 
so it’s pretty natural for him to play 
inside linebacker.’ 

Walker’s work ethic becomes ap- 
parent with one glance, according to 
Thorell. 

“Physically, Kenny is real impres- 
sive. He has really worked hard in the 
weight room at developing his body.” 


Jim Wanek, OG, Aurora, Neb. 

Although Wanek lacks the overall 
size (at 6-0, 242 pounds) that NU’s 
offensive line coaches like, they ex- 
pect the sophomore scholarship play- 
er to contribute in the future. 

“He’s a good blocker, smart and 
disciplined — all those different qual- 
ities make him a good player,’ Thorell 
says. 


Rick Wendland, SS, Topeka, Kan. 

With the top two strong safeties 
graduated and the the third player be- 
ing only a returning sophomore, 
Wendland may get playing time as a 
redshirt sophomore. The _ 6-l, 
203-pound scholarship athlete has the 
speed and physical ability to fill the 
role, according to Thorell. 

“He is a good tackler, hard hitter 
and tough player. At strong safety, you 
need some guys that are physical. 
With as many teams that pass any- 
more, everybody back there needs to 
be able to run.’ 


A defense 
against cancer 
can be cooked up 
in your kitchen. 


There is evidence 
that diet and cancer 
are related. Some 
foods may promote 
cancer, while others ma 
protect you from it. 

Foods related to low-\ ¥ 
ering the risk of cancer \ 
of the larynx and esoph- \Sgayy 
agus all have high ; 
amounts of carotene, a 
form of Vitamin A 
which is in canta- 
loupes, peaches, broc- 
coli, spinach, all dark 
green leafy vegeta- 
bles, sweet potatoes, 
carrots, pumpkin, 
winter squash, and t 
tomatoes, citrus fruits and 
brussels sprouts. a 

Foods that may help redact he 
risk of gastrointestinal and respira- 
tory tract cancer are cabbage, 
broccoli, brussels sprouts, kohl- 
rabi, cauliflower. 

Fruits, vegetables and whole- 
grain cereals such as oat- 
meal, bran and wheat 
\, may help lower the 
risk of colorectal 
cancer. 

Foods high in fats, 
salt- or nitrite-cured 
foods such as ham, 

P and fish and types of 
sausages smoked by traditional 
methods should be eaten in 
moderation. 

Be moderate in consumption 
of alcohol also. 

A good rule of thumb is cut 
down on fat and don’t be fat. 
Weight reduction 
may lower cancer 
risk. Our 12-year < 
study of nearlya 4% 
million Americans tm 
uncovered high 
cancer risks partic- 
ularly among people 
40% or more overweight. 

Now, more than ever, we 
know you can cook up your 
own defense against cancer. So 
eat healthy and be healthy. 


No one faces 
cancer alone. 


AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY® 
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RECRUITING BY REGIONS 
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The 1988 un- 
disputed national 
champion of col- 
lege football re- 
cruiting is... 
drumroll, please 
...Notre Dame! 
Again, you say? 
Certainly, it 
seems like every 
year the Fighting 
Irish claim that 
fictitious title and 
yet it hasn't 
helped the Irish 
claim a national 
title on the foot- 
ball field. Nonetheless, the recruiting 
heroics of the Irish give their huge fol- 
lowing something to dream about in 
the future. 

Notre Dame coach Lou Holtz says 
the difference in this year’s recruiting 
class and those of the past is speed. 
Holtz admitted when his team lost on 
the field, more than likely it was be- 
cause his team wasn’t fast enough to 
compete, 

Holtz and Company took care of 
that this year with the likes of All- 
American running back Raghib Ismail 
(5-10, 175, 4.4) of Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 
and Rod Smith (6-1, 185, 4.45) of 
Roseville, Maine. Ismail, nicknamed 
“The Rocket,’ exploded for 2,221 
yards, averaging 10 yards per carry 
and scoring 33 touchdowns. Smith 
managed 1,445 yards at 5.6 yards per 
carry and 14 TDs while winning the 
state title with a time of 10.8 in the 
100 meters. 

The remainder of the Irish recruit- 
ing list reads like an All-American list 
of who’s who in prep football. It’s 
headed by such standouts as Derek 
Brown (6-7, 235, 4.6) a tight end out 
of Merritt Island, Fla., and rated by 
many as the No. | player in the South; 
wide receiver Shawn Davis (6-0, 170, 
4.5) of Tulsa, Okla.; all-around athlete 
Graylin Johnson (6-4, 200, 4.6) of Port 
Arthur, Tex., who was the No. 2-rated 
player in Texas; linebackers Arnold 
Ale (6-4, 200, 4.65) of Carson, Calif., 
Devon McDonald (6-3, 220, 4.7) of 
Patterson, N.J., and Troy Ridgely (6-4, 
255, 4.8) of Ambridge, Pa.; offensive 
linemen Justin Hall (6-5, 290, 5.0) of 





Plano, Tex., who was the top-rated 
lineman in the Lone Star state; Lind- 
say Knapp (6-6, 235, 4.9) of Deerfield, 
Ill. and Gene McGuire (6-5, 265, 5.0) 
of Panama City, Fla. 

Forty-five percent of the Irish 
recruiting class have some kind of All- 
American recognition, 

Now, on to the best of the rest... . 


THE MIDLANDS 


The Oklahoma Sooners also had a 
Top Five class, thanks to a late signee 
out of California and a great haul out 
of Texas. Glyn Milburn of Santa Mon- 
ica, Calif., was all set to sign with 
Stanford. Matter of fact, he did sign 
with Stanford, but the Cardinal for- 
got to get his parents’ signatures, al- 
lowing the Sooners to sneak through 
the back door and ink the California 
Offensive Player of the Year. Milburn 
had a fantastic senior season, rushing 
for 2,718 yards and 38 touchdowns. 
Without doubt, Milburn fits the Soon- 
er tradition at halfback: small in sta- 
ture, with speed to burn. 

The Sooners came out of Texas 
with that state’s Defensive Player of 
the Year in Mesquite linebacker Joe 
Bowden, plus the No. 2-rated halfback 
in Dallas, star Ike Lewis, who rushed 
for over 1,500 yards in only seven 
games; the top-rated fullback in Ir- 
vin’s Reggie Finch; and the top-rated 
option quarterback in LaPorte’s Otis 
Taylor. 

Other notables out of Texas include 
linebacker Trey Tippens (a Top 15 
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player) defensive 
end Joe Green, a 
fantastic prospect 
who'll probably 
spend two years 
at junior college 
due to grades; 
linebacker Corey 
Mayfield; line- 
backer Reggie 
Barnes and 
defensive back 
Willie Ainsley, 
who may be a top 
pick in the up- 
coming pro base- 
ball draft. 

In state, Oklahoma nabbed Mike 
Filson, one of the Top Five defensive 
line prospects in the country, and 
Tink Collins, the state’s top option 
quarterback. 

It’s a close race for second in the 
Big Eight with Nebraska, Colorado 
and Oklahoma State all staking claim 
to the spot. Cornhusker coaches say 
their recruiting class is not as spec- 
tacular as its glitzy 1987 crop, but it’s 
a solid class to build around. Defen- 
sive tackle Dave Jensen of Omaha 
Creighton Prep is the only All- 
American on the list. However, every 
team in the country would love to 
have wingback Tyrone Hughes, a 
Johnny Rodgers clone; defensive tack- 
le Jeremiah Clark, the leading pass 
rusher in Arizona with 19 QB sacks; 
multi-talented Scott Baldwin of 
Rozell, N.J.; Ernie Beler of Bayonne, 
N.J., who is another all-purpose ath- 
lete; defensive end Travis Hill of 
Pearland, Tex., who was rated a Top 
50 player in Texas and picked the 
Huskers over Oklahoma; tight end 
William Washington of Tyler, Texas; 
and speedy linebacker Mike Petko of 
Aneheim, Calif. 

Colorado found an option quarter- 
back for the future in Darian Hagan 
(5-11, 190, 4.6) of Los Angeles, the top- 
rated option QB in California. Hagan 
accounted for 31 TDs his senior year 
while rushing for 1,150 yards and 
throwing for 855 more. Another All- 
American athlete signing with the 
Buffs is David Aterberry (6-2, 208, 
4.6) of Denver; Joe Avila (6-7, 260, 5.0) 
of Ashland, Ky. will give the CU 














defense some hope for the future. 

Oklahoma State pulled two big sur- 
prises within the state by signing All- 
American tight end Lee Keith (6-4, 
210, 4.55) of McAlister away from the 
Sooners as well as eight-man-football 
standout Stacey Satterwhite (6-5, 255, 
5.0) of Welch, whom Notre Dame and 
OU wanted badly. Missouri coaches 
feel they had their best recruiting 
class in years, headlined by All- 
American Mario Johnson (6-4, 280, 
4.8) of Hazelwood, Mo., a gifted ath- 
lete who won't surprise Tiger fans if 
he shows up at fullback. 

Michigan put together the top class 
in the Big Ten with the likes of offen- 
sive lineman Rod Doherty (6-5, 275, 
5.1) of Sterling Heights, Mich.; line- 
backer D.J. Brown (6-3, 230, 4.7) of 
Alexandria, Va.; and running back Jon 
Vaughn (5-Ll, 180, 4.4) of St. Louis. 
Fred Akers is doing a much better job 
of recruiting at Purdue than when he 
was coach at Texas. Akers put 
together a Top 20 class, featuring line- 
backer Payton Minter (6-5, 235, 4.8) 
of Chicago; lineman Lonnie Palelei 
(6-5, 255, 4.8) of Blue Springs, Mo.; 
quarterback Jeff Lesniewicz (6-1, 185, 
4.75) of Homewood, Ill., and offensive 
lineman Bryan Madden (6-4, 275, 
5.0). 


SOUTHWEST 


The University of Texas cleaned up 
in the Southwest Conference. 
Second-year coach David McWilliams 
appears to have the Longhorns back 
on the road to glory with 18 of the top 
players in Texas. All-Americans Tom- 
my Jeter (6-5, 235, 4.8) of Deer Creek 
and Jason Burleson (6-7, 235, 4.8) of 
Sherman are two that everybody 
wanted. Jeter is a defensive end with 
all-world qualities, while Burleson 
wants to be a quarterback, even 
though he will probably end up some- 
where on the defensive side of the 
ball. Peter Gardere (6-1, 185, 4.7) the 
top throwing quarterback in Texas out 
of Houston, will give Burleson plenty 
of competition, while linebacker An- 
thony Curl (6-3, 205, 4.7) of Houston 
will be a headhunter on defense. 





running backs on hand, Texas A&M 
came away with a great fullback 
prospect in Robert Wilson (6-0, 235, 
4.6) of Houston. Wilson averaged a lit- 
tle over six yards per carry while rush- 
ing for 1,410 yards in 1987. The Aggies 
are also extremely proud of lineback- 
er Anthony Williams (6-2, 215, 4.7) of 
Waco; quarterback Paul Johnson (6-2, 
190, 4.6) of Cameron, a Top Five 
quarterback in Texas; and offensive 
lineman John Ellisor (6-4, 255, 4.8) of 
Kingwood. 

Once again, Baylor finished with a 
solid class that will keep the Bears 
competitive in the SWC. Quarterback 
Steve Needham (6-1, 170, 4.8) led 
Plano to the 5A title in Texas and 
hopes to lead Baylor to the SWC ti- 
tle. Offensive linemen Brian Panacek 
(6-4, 255, 5.2) of Houston plus Albert 
Greggs (6-5, 280, 5.0) also of Houston, 
are both Top 50 players in Texas. 

The University of Houston 
snatched up the top wide receiver in 
Texas in LaMarque’s Ronnie Johnson 
(5-9, 165, 4.3). 

Arkansas rallied down the stretch 
to sign key in-staters: tight end Scott 
Long (6-4, 235, 4.9) of Benton and 
Mike Lovelady (6-2, 230, 4.9) the top 
defensive line prospect, out of North 
Little Rock. The Hogs sorely needed 
linebackers and came up with some 
good ones in John Williamson (6-3, 
230, 4.7) of Joplin, Mo.; John Brooks 
(6-2, 220, 4.7) of Arlington, Tex.; and 
Eric Browning (6-2, 215, 4.7) of 
Pachal, Ark. The Razorbacks nipped 
the Sooners for both Williamson and 
Brooks. 


WEST 


UCLA was crowned recruiting king 
as the Bruins went coast-to-coast put- 
ting together one of the Top Five 
classes in the country. The biggest 
haul came out of Texas, where the No. 
1 running back in the nation, Kevin 
Williams (6-2, 193, 4.4) of Spring dis- 
appointed the Sooners and Long- 
horns by taking his talents to Los An- 
geles. While Williams is certain of star 
status, don’t be surprised if Freddie 
Gilbert (5-10, 174, 4.4) of Huntsville, 
Tex., earns the same respect at slot 


Despite having an ample supply of 


Join The 
Fight! 


Help Knockout 


Childhood Cancer 
The children of St. Jude 

Children’s Research Hospital 

are fighting back. Their op- 


ponent is childhood cancer, 
and the fight is for life or 
death. 

In 1962, stricken children 
had less than a 5 percent 
chance to survive a fight 
with cancer. But now, thanks 
to the ongoing research at St. 
Jude, they are surviving at a 
rate of almost 60 percent. 

But St. Jude and the child- 
ren cannot win the fight by 
themselves. They need you 
in their corner. Please join 
the fight and maybe one day 
we can deliver the knockout 
punch that will end child- 
hood cancer forever. 

For more information on 
how you can help give 
cancer a “black eye,’ write to 
St. Jude, 505 N. Parkway, 
Memphis, TN 38105, or call 
1-800-238-9100. . 

St. Jude Children’s 


Research Hospital 
Danny Thomas, Founder 
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“ONE OF THE 
LARGEST 
WINE SELECTIONS 
IN THE U.S.A.” 


DISCOUNT PRICES @ CASE DISCOUNTS 
FINE LIQUORS & WINES & BEER 
LINCOLN’S HEADQUARTERS FOR KEGS 

YOUR COMPLETE PARTY 
HEADQUARTERS — WEDDINGS 
RECEPTIONS — ETC. — ICE 
GLASSES — SNACKS 
BARTENDER SERVICE AVAILABLE 


“LINCOLN’S LIQUOR 
SUPERMARKET” 
5400 SQ. FT. OF SHOPPING SPACE 


19th & “N” St. 
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back. In-state, the Bruins tabbed All- 
American quarterback Bret Johnson 
(6-1, 175, 4.65) as their heir-apparent 
to Troy Aikman. Johnson led his team 
to a state championship while throw- 
ing for over 2,000 yards and 24 TDs 
despite missing four games due to in- 
jury. Wide receiver Shawn 
LaChapelle (6-4, 195, 4.6) of Napa, 
Calif., will be a great target for John- 
son while Brian Jacobs (6-5, 265, 5.1) 
should become an All-American 
offensive lineman. 

Defensively, UCLA shored up its 
secondary with Willie Crawford (6-1, 
205, 4.46) and Kenny Ferrell. 

Southern Cal ran a close second, 
landing the top quarterback in the 
country in Todd Marinovich (6-4, 208, 
4.65) of Mission Viejo. Marinovich 
was named the USA Today Offensive 
Player of the Year. The Trojans also 
inked an all-world linebacker in Matt 
Gee (6-3, 225, 4.6) out of Arkansas 
City, Kan., and Lamont Hollinquest 
(6-4, 200, 4.6) a defensive back out of 
Downey, Calif. 


SOUTH 


Clemson, Louisiana State and Au- 
burn put together Top 10 classes that 
should keep them in national title 
contention years down the line. Clem- 
son starts with versatile quarterback 
Michael Carr (6-0, 178, 4.4) of Amite, 
La., a time bomb ready to explode 
with great potential both as a runner 
and passer. Defensive tackle Chester 
McGlockton (6-4, 275, 4.9) of 
Whiteville, N.C., will play for pay 
someday as will Tyrone Mouzone (6-2, 
210, 4.5) a defensive back out of 
Dunedin, Fla. 

LSU replenished its biggest need 
at quarterback by raiding Texas for 
All-Southwest performers Rafael 
Adams (6-0, 175, 4.5) of Jasper and 
Stephan Harris (6-1, 176, 4.46) of Dal- 
las. Defensive end Tyrone Malone 
(6-4, 222, 4.6) of Willowridge, Tex., is 
a deluxe pass rusher who reminds 
many of National Football League star 
Lawrence Taylor. Auburn struck gold 
down in the trenches with All- 
Americans Ed King (6-4, 272, 5.0) an 
offensive lineman out of Phoenix City, 
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Ala., and defensive lineman Tim 
Cromartie (6-3, 268, 4.8) of Tallahas- 
see, Fla. 

Georgia picked up the top prep 
defensive player in the country in 
Todd Collins (6-3, 228, 4.6) of Dan- 
dridge, Tenn. Collins is almost too 
good to be true. His great size and 
speed helped him get in on 225 tack- 
les last fall, plus he scored a 21 on his 
ACT test. Georgia won out over Ten- 
nessee and Oklahoma. 

Florida State, Florida and Miami all 
scored Top 20 classes. The Seminoles 
of FSU start with offensive line stud 
Oliver Strickland (6-4, 300, 4.9) of 
Philadelphia. Miami will continue its 
great tradition at wide receiver with 
Lamar Thomas (6-2, 175, 4.5) of 
Gainesville, Fla., and Leslie Shepherd 
(6-0, 178, 4.4) of Forestville, Md. Ga- 
tor coach Galen Hall will have All- 
American quarterback Scott Hoffman 
(6-3, 195, 4.8) of Elgin, IIl., to work 
with. All-American running back Wil- 
lie McClendon (6-1, 210, 4.5) of Jack- 
sonville, Fla., will join Hoffman in the 


Gator backfield of the future. 





EAST 

Penn State managed a Top Five 
class by landing several high school 
All-Americans. As they do every year, 
the Nittany Lions signed one of the 
top quarterbacks in the country: Tony 
Sacca (6-5, 200, 4.8) of Delran, N.J. 
Add an All-American offensive line- 
man in Brian Dozier (6-4, 280, 5.1) of 
Whitehall, Pa. Joe Paterno also 
recruited an All-American I-formation 
backfield in fullback Ron Fields (6-2, 
228, 4.6) out of the Bronx and Bob 
Samuels (6-1, 183, 4.4) of Farrell, Pa., 
as his tailback of the future. You know 
PSU is going to sign some All- 
American type linebackers, and they 
didn’t disappoint with Eric Gash (6-3, 
218, 4.8) of Hendersonville, N.C., as 
well as Ivory Geathers (6-2, 200, 4.55) 
of St. John’s, S.C., and Eric Renkey 
(6-3, 240, 4.7) of Pittsburg. 

(Editor’s Note: Be sure to watch for 
Recruiting by Regions in the next issue 
as we take a look at the top high-school 
talent on everyone's shopping list for 
next season.) #@ 
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helps with my presentation for 
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Pat Quinn 





Already endowed with one of the 
most decorated and efficient quarter- 
backs in all of college football in the 
person of senior-to-be Steve Taylor, 
the launching of Nebraska's spring 
football drills started, among other 
very important things, a search for a 
contender or an heir-apparent for 
Taylor’s job. 

In the past, Taylor had the reliable 
Clete Blakeman to spell him when he 
experienced temporary injury or rare- 
ly unproductive moments. Blakeman 
is gone, and the search for a backup, 
or maybe even a contender, will be fo- 
cused on a squadman or two, plus a 
pair of talented rookies. 

Possibly the greatest attention will 
be on a wondrous but smallish talent, 
Robert “Mickey” Joseph, Jr. 

The Huskers secured Joseph's sig- 
nature on a letter of intent after a 
coast-to-coast list of colleges was 
dwindled down to Oklahoma and 
Nebraska. Joseph’s legendary accom- 
plishments at New Orleans Shaw 
High School have been chronicled 
many times, but dress rehearsal is un- 
derway and many an eye will be on 
this young man when opening night 
comes in the autumn of 1988. 

A pleasantly loquacious young man 
with a good sense of humor and a sur- 
prising tint of mature realism, Joseph 
admits, “Last year was the first time 
since I was five years old I didn’t play 
in at least one football game. 

“You can classify your feelings in 
one of two categories. First, at the 
time, it was the best thing for Mickey 
Joseph or, second, it was pure frustra- 
tion. I prefer the first category.” 

He makes no bones about incum- 
bent quarterback Taylor. 

“Steve's the ‘man’ around here, and 
I’ve got a chance to learn a lot about 
playing quarterback. I want to learn, 
too. Steve’s the best influence and in- 
surance policy a young quarterback 
could have. 

“We're good friends, although we 


don’t run around together a lot, but 


MICKEY JOSEPH LOOKS TO PROVE HIS _ we talk football. Some of it is just 
ONE-YEAR HIATUS ONLY MADE HIM general talk, but a lot of it is about 


what the quarterback should do.” 
a BETTER QUARTE RBACK Team football, for whatever it may 
ni —_—_——- have been, started for Joseph when he 
was five years old and played on a 
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“Little Tot Team” in the New Orleans 
suburb of Marrero. He relates, “You 
couldn’t weigh over 50 pounds and 
play in this league. Weight was no 
problem for me because I never 
weighed more than 40 or 45 
pounds. 

“IT played wingback and quarter- 
back. We'd just take the ball and run, 
and I had a great advantage. . .I was 
faster than most of the kids. 

“I guess I was 13 or 14 when I 
started playing wishbone quarterback 
on a parks and recreation team, 
and, of course, from there it 
went on to junior and senior high 
school. 

“You know something? As a kid and 
clear through high school, I never had 
to sit there and watch somebody else 
play. Of course, in high school you 
never had two good football players at 
the same position because there wer- 
en’t that many good players to go 
around.” 

Then he adds an astute perception, 
“Other than the obvious physical rea- 
son, that may be the biggest differ- 
ence there is between high school 
and college football. 

“In high school, five or six good 
players on one team can dominate a 
game. In college, you’re going to see 
good players, maybe two-deep, at ev- 
ery position on offense and defense.” 

After the hiatus of a redshirt year 
at Nebraska, he laughingly adds, 
“This may be the only time in my life 
I will look forward to spring football!” 

He did use the off-season to keep 
his body honed, as well as to learn 
Coach Tom Osborne’s demanding 
offensive schemes. Weight lifting was 
nothing new to Joseph, as he bench 
pressed 250 to 260 pounds in high 
school and has only pushed that up 
10 pounds, since. 

“Who knows your body better than 
you do?” he says. “It’s important and 
very necessary for those big linemen 
to add bulk, but when I start to mus- 
cle up, my elbows and shoulders tight- 
en, and it isn’t as easy to do some of 
the things you need to do with a 
football.” 

In high school, his natural speed 
was apparent. As a junior, he posted 
a hand-held 40-yard time of 4.45. He 








Despite the 
publicity, fuss 
and glamour 

that 
surrounded 
his arrival in 
Nebraska, 
Mickey Joseph 
takes a serious 
approach to 
his football 
future. 


was tested again at Nebraska under 
electronic gear and clipped off a neat 
4.51. 

“T give a lot of credit for my ability 
to run to my high school track coach, 
Joseph Schiro, who was also an assis- 
tant football coach. He helped my 
starts, general quickness and, for foot- 
ball, my ability to change direction.” 

As a high school senior, Joseph 
clocked a burning 10.4 in the 100 
meters and 21.7 in the 200. A week 
before the state track meet he was 
hobbled with a pulled hamstring 
muscle and a sprinter “who I had 
beaten three or four times during the 
regular season,” was the state crown. 

He doesn’t profess a_ hobby, 
although he constantly wears a base- 
ball hat, one of many he has; most 
of them are at his brother’s house in 
New Orleans. He claims, “I don’t 
have a favorite hat to wear, but I guess 
I’ve got one on all the time which I 
usually wear at a cocked angle. 

“T guess I don’t have a hobby. My 
interests are usually restricted to ath- 
letics, grades and girls. . .after, that, 
there isn’t much time left at all!” 

His 








nickname at Nebraska is 








“Junior,” stemming from his proper 
name of Robert Joseph, Jr. He says, “I 
guess I picked up the name of Mick- 
ey when I was real young from my 
godfather. His real name was Mickey, 
and I was with him so much, they 
started calling me ‘Little Mickey.” 

He readily confesses he’ll have to 
“learn how to move around so the big 
linemen won't block my view” and 
“that everyone who plays college foot- 
ball discovers that a lot of the big play- 
ers are so much faster than you 
expect.” But, he claims his biggest 
surprise came in his first day of class- 
es at Nebraska, saying, “The first time 
I walked into a class of 300 people, 
I said to myself, ‘How are they going 
to know whether I’m here, or not?’” 

Joseph has one slight superstition, 
and that’s wearing three small hand 
towels during practice and in a 
game. . .one in front and one on the 
side of each hip. His first worry: “I 
sure hope Coach Osborne won't care 
too much. I guess you call it super- 
stition. I feel better balanced, you 
know, good about doing it.’ 

His brother Vance, who he says “‘is 
about my size,’ was the starting quar- 
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terback on the Arch Bishop High 
School team which won the 5A state 
title in Louisiana last year. Mickey 
says, “Yeah, he’s about my size. All the 
men on Dad’s side of the family are 
about 6-foot-3 and I even have an un- 
cle who is 7-1. 

“T guess Vance and I missed out on 
all those genes.’ 

He’s quick to relate his recruiting 
experience to his brother, adding, 
“He's going to enjoy his high school 
time, just like I did. There’s a long 
time to go before all that recruiting 
mess.” 

Joseph admitted the recruiting 
scenario “wasn’t all that big a mess,’ 
and says, “Almost every coach who 
visited with my family and me was 
nice. I found it awfully tough to tell 
‘em no, even when I wasn’t seriously 
considering going to their school. But, 
even after I did tell them, they were 
still nice” 





Worth the Wait 





What’s his best advice about hand- 
ling the recruiting situation? 

“Don’t forget where you came 
from. You know, don’t forget your 
heritage,” he says. “I wouldn't talk to 


““if | don’t get my 
college degree, 
Mom would lose it 
and I love Mom 
more than that.’’ 


any recruiters after 9:30 or 10 
o'clock, but you can’t turn your back 
on them. They've gone to a lot of trou- 
ble to treat you nice but, still, keep 
your head on straight and don’t turn 
your back on your friends, regardless.” 
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While many college players seem 
to have tunnel vision about playing 
professional football, that isn’t 
Joseph’s immediate goal at Nebraska. 
He isn’t thinking pro and adds, “Right 
now, I’m undecided on my major. 
This is common for college freshmen, 
and my grades are okay. 

“IT think I want to coach, and I'd 
love to go back to my high school and 
start as an assistant coach. I’m not 
putting all my hopes on a pro career. 
If I did, my mom would go crazy! 

“If I don’t get my college degree, 
Mom would lose it and I love Mom 
more than that. I love to please her.’ 

Rather prophetic words for a col- 
lege freshman, especially one whose 
favorite song is “I’m Not a Star.” If his 
three major’ factors come 
together. . . his ability, hard work and 
the Nebraska tradition. . .it hardly 
seems to be the ballad that will 
properly depict his future. 
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The Nebraska football team did 
well in post-winter conditioning tests. 

“But I can’t directly compare (test 
results) like we have in the past,” said 
Boyd Epley, the Cornhuskers’ 
strength and conditioning coach. 

The problem in comparing was a 
result of the pre-winter conditioning 
tests being conducted in Schulte 
Fieldhouse, at the north end of 
Memorial Stadium, and the post test- 
ing being done in Nebraska's recent- 
ly completed Cook Pavilion. “That 
was a major change for us,” Epley 
said, noting the conditions were sig- 
nificantly different. 

Even so, ‘from observation we 
know we have some great athletes, 
and we had some outstanding perfor- 
mances,” said Epley. “We had some 
good progress, but it’s hard to give 
facts. We’re not a team of a lot of in- 
dividuals who stand out, but have 
more of a team look. I thought we had 
a great attitude and worked hard 
(during the winter).” 

Seventeen position records were 
set. However, all but two were in the 
strength index devised by Epley and 
his staff a year ago. Six of the strength 
index position records were among 
the team’s all-time Top 10. 

Mike Murray, a walkon middle 
guard from Chicago, had this year’s 
best strength index, 1,880 points. That 
total, however, was lower than his po- 
sition record of 1,907 points, set last 
year. Murray’s 1,907 points are second 
on the all-time list behind Keven 
Lightner’s 1,948. 

Walkon Shane Geiken, a weakside 
linebacker from Gothenburg, and 
punter John Kroeker set position 
records in the 300-yard shuttle run. 

Wingback Dana Brinson, who will 
be a senior in the fall, had some of this 
year’s best test results, including the 
fastest 40-yard dash — 4.40 — and a 
40-inch vertical jump. That’s just a 
half-inch less than the team record. 

Broderick Thomas, Nebraska’s All- 
Big Eight defensive end, has in- 
creased his weight to 250 pounds. 
The senior-to-be from Houston says 
he feels comfortable at that weight 
and is ready to do some damage to op- 
posing offenses this fall. 

Epley was a little concerned about 
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the additional weight; Thomas 
played at about 235 last season. 

“We need to keep an eye on 
Broderick’s weight,” said Epley. 

Thomas missed some of winter 
conditioning because of a sprained 
ankle. As a result, “he’s a little behind 
some of the other players.” 

The increased size obviously didn’t 
affect Thomas’ speed, though. Much 
to the surprise of National Football 
League scouts who attended the test- 
ing, Thomas ran the 40-yard dash in 
an electronically timed 4.77. 

Freshman quarterback Mickey 
Joseph, who redshirted last fall, also 
has gained weight, from 168 pounds 
to 175 pounds, without losing speed. 

Joseph was timed at 4.53 in the 40, 
the second fastest time ever for a 
Cornhusker quarterback. Steve Tay- 
lor holds the position record, 4.51. 

Taylor, who will be a senior, 
couldn’t go through the post-testing 
because of a strained thigh muscle. 

Joseph “‘worked awfully hard (dur- 
ing the winter), and hard work pays 
off. I’m glad to see it,’ Epley said. “He 
set a great example for other players 
with the way he worked.” 

Dante Wiley also worked hard dur- 
ing winter conditioning. He never had 
an unexcused absence, said Epley. 

Wiley was being counted on as a 
linebacker and punter last season but 
was held out because he was slow 
completing some coursework. 











Whether or not he'll be able to play 
in the fall has yet to be 
determined. . . 

Returning starters Todd Millikan, 
a tight end, and Mark Blazek, a safe- 
ty, are doubtful for spring practice be- 
cause of chronic groin pulls, 
according to George Sullivan, the 
Cornhuskers’ head trainer and phys- 
ical therapist. Both will be seniors. . . 

Husker basketball coach Danny 
Nee’s wife Janet gave birth to their se- 
cond child Jan. 10. Kevin Benjamin 
weighed 6 pounds, 12 ounces. 

Tony Samuel, the defensive ends 
coach for the Husker football team, 
and his wife Diane became parents 
for the third time Jan. 30, when Phil- 
lip Anthony was born. Phillip weighed 
7 pounds, 12 ounces... 

The 12th annual All-Bowl Team, 
announced by Gary RW. Slater of 
Federal Way, Wash., included two 
Cornhuskers: kick returner Dana 
Brinson and defensive tackle Neil 
Smith. 

Brinson and Smith were the eighth 
and ninth Nebraska players to be 
chosen to the team. The others: 
Chuck Malito, Bluebonnet Bowl, 
1976; Lee Kunz, Liberty Bowl, 1977; 
Junior Miller, Orange Bowl, 1978; 
Dean Steinkuhler, Orange Bowl, 
1983; Harry Grimminger and Chad 
Daffer, Sugar Bowl, 1984; Danny 
Noonan, Sugar Bowl, 1986. 

The top 10 40-yard dash times in 
post-winter conditioning testing: 
Brinson, 4.40; defensive back Tahaun 
Lewis, 4.49; Joseph, 4.53; defensive 
back Cartier Walker, 4.55; I-back Ter- 
ry Rodgers, 4.59; defensive back 
Bruce Cullum, 4.65; wingback Jamie 
Worden, 4.66; defensive back John 
Custard, 4.67; quarterback Tom 
Haase, 4.67; defensive back Jon Crip- 
pen, 4.69; I-back Leodis Flowers, 
4.69. All are electronic times. 

The top vertical jumps during post- 
winter conditioning tests: Brinson, 40 
inches; Broer, 382; defensive back 
Bill Settles, 38; Custard, 364; line- 
backer Chris Caliendo, 3412; Lewis, 
34%; fullback Sam Schmidt, 34%; 
Walker, 34; defensive back John Rich- 
man, 34; linebacker Dante Wiley, 
33%; split end Tom McCoy, 33%; 
Joseph, 33%. 
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Q: Getting one of the top players out 
of Oklahoma to come to Nebraska was 
quite a coup, I think, and my congratu- 
lations to the Husker coaching staff for 
doing what OU couldn't do to us last 
year. 1 am sure Vic Stachmus will be 
a great player for us. I’m curious, 
though, how you and the staff were 
treated when you went right into the 
heart of Sooner country to sign Stach- 
mus. Did you encounter any bitter- 
ness? Michael Gray, Fort Madison, 
Iowa 


A: “We were treated very cordially 
in Oklahoma, and I guess I probably 
flew into McAlester two or three 
times. Vic had been to our football 
camp before and it was fairly obvious 
I guess to all his friends and coaches 
that he had an interest in Nebraska. 
We were treated about like any other 
college coach would be, and there 
wasn’t any bitterness from the people 
I talked to. 

“Vic is a fine prospect and there 
were several schools interested in 
him, but he also lives in what I guess 
you'd call a fairly average-size town, 
not exactly a media center, so there 
wasn’t a lot of hype locally. Overall, 
I'd say it was a fairly typical recruit- 
ing experience, and I thought the 
people in McAlester were pretty 
friendly to me.” 


Q: How’s Steve Taylor’s shoulder 
now that he’s had a chance to rest a 
little bit? I know there was talk that 
he might need surgery, but I never 
heard any more about it. Randy 
Garten, Las Vegas, Nev. 


A: “It was Steve's left shoulder that 
was bothering him after he got 
banged pretty good a couple of times 
this past season, but things look just 
fine so far. We're not planning any sur- 
gery at this time, and nothing like that 
should be necessary unless he gets 
roughed up fairly seriously in spring 
practice, and we'll just have to see 
how he does in contact. The x-rays 
look pretty normal, and Steve went 
through winter conditioning without 
it bothering him, so he looks to be 
back to 100 percent for now-’ 


Q: Having lived in Texas for almost 
two decades, I’ve often wondered 
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ASK TOM 








about a lot of teams in the Southwest 


Conference, like Texas, that run the old 
4-3 defense while the rest of the coun- 
try seems to really favor a 5-2 forma- 
tion. My question relates to the 
differences in the two defenses. Is there 
something drastically different or bet- 
ter about a 5-2 compared to a 4-3? It 
seems strange that only a handful of 
teams across the country would stick 
to an out-dated system. Or are they on 
to something? Matt Becker, Dallas, 
Tex. 


A: “When you compare defensive 
formations, it’s fairly similiar to what 
you find in debates over passing 
offenses versus rushing offenses. It 
basically comes down to a couple of 
key points — coaching philosophy 
and what kind of athletic ability your 
players have. Some coaches, for exam- 
ple, just feel a little more comfort- 
able with the idea of having three 
down linemen and four stand-up play- 
ers. That would fall under the 
category of a 5-2 defense, or you could 
even Call it a 3-4. But the main thing 
is that three defensive players are 
‘down, You’re supposed to have more 
flexibility and mobility, in theory, be- 
cause you have more players standing 
up and in a position to drop back on 
the pass and move laterally. You prob- 
ably see more of the 5-2 schemes 
these days because college offenses 
have become more and more sophisti- 


cated, and that forces defensive coor- 





dinators to focus on versatility. Some 
coaches simply feel the 5-2 does a 
better job of that than the 4-3, where 
you've got four linemen and three 
linebackers. It’s very much a matter 
of personal preference. 

“Where talent comes in, though, 
it’s true that a 4-3 defense probably 
puts more pressure on your secondary 
because there’s technically one less 
stand-up person to drop back against 
the pass. So if you don’t have great 
one-on-one defensive backs, it may 
cause you problems.” 


Q: It seems like for the first time 
since we had Mike Rozier and then 
Danny Noonan, that we've got a 
chance for our guys to win the really 
big stuff — the Heisman and Out- 
land/Lombardi trophies. Steve Taylor 
and Broderick Thomas ought to be the 
two best players in the country. And, 
who knows, maybe Broderick will give 
Steve a run for his money in the Heis- 
man. My question is about how you 
talk to obviously talented players like 
these who are going on to pro ball no 
doubt, and how the whole team hand- 
les the Heisman hype and publicity. 
D.L. Mclaughlin, Ashland, Neb. 


A: “Awards like that are things that 
are discussed in their proper time and 
place. You can’t deny they exist be- 
cause honors and recognition are 
pretty much going to always be part 
of just about any sport. There’s not a 
lot that really needs to be said, 
though, because by the time a player 
has been through four or five years of 
football here, he knows what the 
coaches expect and his teammates ex- 
pect. And I’m certainly very happy for 
our players when they get national 
awards and recognition. I’m sure 
those memories stay with a young 
man throughout his life. It’s a great 
source of pride, but it’s also just a 
small part of college football when 
you consider that awards are some- 
thing you don’t have a lot of personal 
control over.” 


If you have questions for Coach 
Osborne, please address them to Ask 
Tom Osborne, PO. Box 83222, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68501. 
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LEE'S FORD-MERCURY 


NEW AND USED CARS & TRUCKS 
FULL PARTS & SERVICE 
RENT-A-CAR 
“It Pays To Drive To Ashland” 
1602 SILVER STREET, ASHLAND, WE 
789-7155 @ LINCOLN 
342-6767 @ OMAHA 
944-3367 @ ASHLAND 





LEE SAPP LEASING 


LEASING PLANS TAILORED TO FIT YOUR NEEDS 
DAY — WEEK — MONTH —LONG TERM 
9902 SOUTH 148th STREET 
OMAHA, NE 68138 
402/895-3113 


™FALS 


FORD AUTHORIZED LEASING SYSTEM 





LEE SAPP COMPUTER 
SERVICES & SALES 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING SERVICES 
COMPUTER AND RELATED EQUIPMENT SALES 
9902 SOUTH 148th 
OMAHA, NE 68138 


—/, 
GF 402/895-3113 


Memorex 


A Burroughs Company 


LEE SAPP 2 
ENTERPRISES 











mere 
Credit 
| SD 


ASHLAND STATE BANK 


COMPLETE MODERN BANKING FACILITIES 
CHECKING & SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 
SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES e ALL TYPES OF LOANS 
VISA& MASTERCARD @ SAVINGS CERTIFICATES 
DRIVE-IN BANKING 
“You Really Rate At Ashland State” 

2433 SILVER STREET, ASHLAND, HE 
944-2111 @ ASHLAND 
341-5123 @ OMAHA 





LEE SAPP INSURANCE 


COMPLETE INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR 
HOME — AUTO — BUSINESS — LIFE — HEALTH 
9904 SOUTH 148th STREET 
OMAHA, NE 68138 
402/895-0990 







Independent 
| Insurance 
Agent . 


AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL 


LOCAL, OUT OF TOWN & 
WORLDWIDE RESERVATIONS 
RENT-A-CAR AND TRUCK OF NEBRASKA, INC. 





907 E. LOCUST 
CARTER LAKE, 1OWA 51510 
AIRPORT — 712/347-6008 
_WEST OMAHA — 402/085-3113 


_ @ ; | 
Feet 
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Perry J. Strombeck Milan R. Franzen R.W. “Dick” Bailey, CLU Dennis R. Roper John R. Chittick Michel L. Rinehart 
Lincoln Lincoln Grand Island Kearney CLU, ChFC Fairbury 
(402) 723-4400 (402) 729-3339 


(402) 476-8575 (402) 476-8575 (308) 382-0385 (308) 237-9600 Falls City: (402) 245-593 









staal 


Raymond R. Solee M. Lee Hunefeld Ron Rapp, CLU, RHU Phyllis J. Andreasen Stan A. Andreasen Stefan G. Jenkins Chris B. Krause Joe Viock, CLU, ChFC 
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Lincoln Omaha South Sioux City Oakland Oakland CLU, ChFC CLU, ChFC Omaha 


(402) 476-8575 (402) 496-6400 (402) 494-3003 (402) 685-6282 (402) 685-6282 Omaha: (402) 496-6400 Valley: (402) 359.2575 (402) 496-6400 
: To make sure that you and your family reach your financial goals, let us help = : 
you draw up a winning game plan. A game plan that will assure your family’s 
financial security, protect you against the high cost of illness, and build funds — 
tax sheltered — for a more comfortable retirement. 
Call today. Helping you become a financial winner is our full-time career. 












These are some of the many New York Life Agents in this area — all good people to know. 





adi Lincoln General Office: 
William S. J _dr. 
a ha rene James W. Rasmussen, RHU, General Manager it enecka me 
(402) 476-8575 Cindy Heinrich, Office Manager (402) 476-8575 


Donald Hunter, Sales Manager 

Scott Bowhay, Sales Manager 
Robert Lattimer, Training Supervisor 
1506 First National Bank Building 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 

(402) 476-8575 


Nebraska General Office: 


Jerry Roberts, General Manager 
Glenn E. Bartley, Jr., CLU, Office Manager 
Gary Phillips, Sales Manager 


‘Mn oat 


Michael F. Munter Lee Arellano, Sales Manager Kurt P, Kollmorgen 
Lincoln Dave Skutnik, Sales Manager Lincoln 


(402) 476-8575 Bill Stott, Sales Manager (Oe) AIG-EB TB 
aa >) James H. Moore, CLU, ChFC, Training Manager 

Phillip L. Bowers, CLU, ChFC, Training Supervisor 
11506 Nicholas, Street 
Omaha, Nebraska 68154 
(402) 496-6400 


Sioux City General Office: 


Mel Adema, General Manager 

George W. Molesworth, CLU, Office Manager 
Ken Wilson, Sales Manager 

Richard Peschan, Sales Manager 

Fred Hahne, CLU, Sales Manager 

Don Means, Training Manager 

Larry Lindstrom, Training Supervisor 

600 Fourth Street, Suite 900 

Sioux City, lowa 51101 

(712) 279-8800 


New York Life.For all of your life. 


ee Life, Health, Disability Income, Group Insurance, Annuities, Pension Plans. 
Brad D. Tomek 





Don R. Schaefer 
CLU, ChFC 
Omaha: (402) 496-6400 








Frederic L.A. Cady 
Omaha CLU, ChFC 


(402) 496-6400 Omaha: (402) 496-6400 








David M. LeGrand Anne-Marie Bobst 7 Barbara L. Kreifels Chris M. Wadhams : Hal D. Haeker Virgil C. Wadha Darryl B. Hunter Kermit R. Erickson 
Nebraska City Hastings Lincoln Lincoln Aima Lincoln Lincoln Arcadia 
(402) 873-7477 (402) 462-8366 (402) 476-8575 (402) 488-2682 (308) 928-2900 (402) 488-9092 (402) 476-8575 (308) 789-6507 


